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COVER STORY 


WARCON WARFIGHTER 


James Fleming, retired Special Forces, 
selected Triarc Systems' TSR-15W as his 
choice for a go-to weapon. What does 
that tell you about its reliability, 
accuracy and quality? Do the math. 
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Thor (left) & 
Chopper. 
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"Get down in an athletic stance, and hold your 
arm out. Once Chopper latches onto your arm, 
guide him to the ground." 

I heard what Trevor Maroshek was telling me, 
but I had other thoughts running through my 
mind. I couldn't help but wonder what I'd do if 
Chopper missed the bite sleeve and somehow 
latched onto my throat. I was also concerned that 
the 85-pound German Shepherd might knock me 
down. 

"I am going to walk down about 25 yards and 
then launch him," said Trevor, the retired SEAL. 

Launch him? 

I was dressed like a member of the Taliban, and 
Trevor, a retired SEAL, was seconds away from 
showcasing how his partner used to perform on 
missions. 

"By the way, if anything goes wrong," said 
Trevor, "let me give you the kill switch." 

I nervously thanked him, got into my stance and 
waited for the biting, snarling runaway freight 
train. 


ATTACK NO. 1 


"Move a little bit more to the right," said Henry. 
"More. Two more steps." 

I was now positioned perfectly for the photog- 
rapher to capture Chopper as he mauled me. 

"Ready?" said Trevor. "Here he comes." 

Chopper broke into a full sprint. I dug in a little 
deeper. I held my arm out a little more, just to 
make sure he knew that was the target. When he 
was a few feet away, he leaped and latched firmly 
onto the bite sleeve. I had completely forgotten to 
lead him to the ground. Instead, I turned with him 
as he continued to bite down. 


"Throw the sleeve off," said Trevor, who had 
run behind Chopper. 

I wasted no time obeying that command. 
Chopper hung onto the sleeve and proudly 
pranced around for us all to see. 


ONE HOT DOG 


After we finished another set of simulated at- 
tacks, we walked over to the truck to let Chopper 
cool off. The only problem is he had something 
else on his mind. 

Trevor had given me some dog treats, which I 
put into my pocket, and Chopper was determined 
to get a few more. He was sticking his nose into 
the opening of my pocket the best he could. Only 
moments before he was demonstrating how he 
used to work on the battlefield. Now, he was just 
a big, lovable ball of black fur, trying to get some- 
thing to eat. I gave him a few snacks, and they 
went down the hatch in seconds. 


FIGHTING FOR AMERICA 


Watching Trevor and Chopper in action was 
one of the most awe-inspiring sights I had ever 
seen. In defense of our nation — to protect you 
and I — ^they had done this for more than five years 
in places like Afghanistan, Iraq and Iran. 

In doing so, they created a bond that is unbe- 
lievable, which is why they are inseparable today. 
You can read more their journey in an upcoming 
issue. 

Trevor and Chopper are more than just two tal- 
ented subjects we're showcasing in our magazine. 
They are true American heroes, and it was my 
honor to meet both of them. FP 


OPERATIONS 

Gus Alonzo: Newsstand Sales & Marketing Manager 
Celia Merriday: Newsstand Analyst 
John Cabral: Creative Graphic Designer 

EDITORIAL, PRODUCTION 
& SALES OFFICE 

22840 Savi Ranch Parkway, #200 
Yorba Linda, CA 92887 
Ph: (800) 332-3330 
Fax: (800) 249-7761 

www.facebook.com/worldoffirepower 

www.facebook.com/eembybeckett 

WORLD OF FIREPOWER © 2015 by Engaged Media Inc. 
All rights reserved. Reproduction of any material from this 
issue in whole or in part is strictly prohibited. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

ENGAGED MEDIA INC. 

22840 Savi Ranch Parkway, Suite 200 
Yorba Linda, CA 92887 

SINGLE COPY SALES 
(800) 764-6278 

(239) 653-0225 Foreign Inquiries 

subscriptions@engagedmediainc.com 

customerservice@engagedmediainc.com 

BACK ISSUES 

www.engagedmediamags.com 

BOOKS, MERCHANDISE, REPRINTS 
(800) 764-6278 

NEW PRODUCTS OR TO CONTRIBUTE 
A STORY OR PHOTO 
djeffrey@engagedmediainc.com 

Engaged 

Media 

ENGAGED MEDIA INC. 

Nick Singh: Executive Director 
Vikas Malhotra: Vice President 

This magazine is purchased by the buyer with the 
understanding that information presented is from 
various sources from which there can be no warranty 
or responsibility by Engaged Media Inc. as to the legality, 
completeness or technical accuracy. 



We're Here On Facebook 


6 WORLD OF FIREPOWER 


Facebook.com/worldoffirepower 






f-i' 








, .Vi " 






% 


H- 


m^9 •• •• • 

Kivaari 


TM 



338 LAPUA Semi-Auto 


www.eurooptic.cum 


Factory tested with Lapua ammo 


L I LAPUA 


‘Available in hard case or bactcpoclc. 


WWW.DRDTACTICAL.COM 






•ir \ \ ' 









A»01JT THE GOVEH 



PHOTOS BY GUS ALONZO 



PHOTOS BY HENRY DE KUYPER 



GEAR 
THE PROS 
RELY ON 



The Subject 

NAME: James Fleming 
OCCUPATION: President/lead 
instructor of Warfighter Concepts 
WEB: www.WarFighter 
Concepts.com 



The Gear 


Shirt 

KUHL 

Stealth 

Pants 

KUHL 

Renegade 

Glasses 

OAKLEY 

Standard Issue Ballistic M Frame 
3.0 Bone Flybrid with prizm lens 

Belt 

HIGH SPEED GEAR 

1 .5-inch Cobra Rigger belt 

Gloves 

PATROL INCIDENT GEAR (PIG) 

Full dexterity Tactical Alpha 
Coyote glove 
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Shoes 

SALOMON 

XA Pro 3/4 Cortex hiking boot 

Battle Belt 

VIKING TACTICS (VTAC) 

Brokos battle belt 

Medical Kit 

DIRECT ACTION 

Response Kit (DARK) Gen 3 

Dump Pouch 

BLACKHAWK! 


Holster 

BLADE-TECH 

Thumb drive holster with drop 
and offset 

Plate Carrier 

CRYE PRECISION 

JPC Multicam 

Magazines 

MAGPUL 

Gen 3 30 round 5.56 


Pistol Optic 

SALIENT ARMS INTERNATIONAL AIMPOINT 

Tier 2 Smith & Wesson M&P Model Micro T-1 

(9mm variant) 


Rifle 

14.5"TSR-15E/WARCON EDITION 

The Triarc Systems TSR-1 5E/WARCON 
edition is designed to be a perfect 
balance of accuracy, reliability and 
longevity with superb recoil manage- 
ment. 


Light 

SUREFIRE 

X300 Ultra weapon light 
Unity Tactical light mount 
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www.VikingTactics.com 

www.DirectActionGear.com 

www.BlackHawk.com 

www.CryePrecision.com 
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SUREFIRE'S R1 LAWMAN FUSHLIGHT IS RUGGED, 
DURABLE AND PROVIDES AMPLE LIGHT 




UST BECAUSE YOU 

CAN DO SOMETHING, DOESN'T 

MEAN YOU SHOULD DO IT." 


While this quote is normally touted 
by Ethicists, I find it holds equally true 
when it comes to modern flashlights. 

Flashlights today come in a bevy of sizes and 
offer a plethora of options, including multiple 
brightness outputs; strobing effect; temporary 
vs. permanent on; and all with white, red, blue, 
yellow-green and IR beams. 

With all of these options, you would think 
that finding your ideal flashlight would be sim- 
ple; however, finding the size and output op- 
tion you want can still be a challenge. 

In my quest to find a light I could use at 
work, I was able to get my hands on a SureFire 
R1 Lawman and put it through its paces. 


ON THE STREET FIRST REACTIONS 

To be candid, I am a police officer In receiving the Lawman, I was impressed not 

who works patrol at night. I offer only with the look and feel of the light itself, but 

that so you'll understand the environ- with the amount of items that accompany it. The 

ment in which I work and can get box had sharp graphics and pertinent information 

some idea of what I might need a as to what was inside and what the light could do. 

light to do. Inside the box was, of course, the R1 Lawman 

Also know that I use two lights at flashlight, as well as a lithium-ion rechargeable 

work: a high-output light that is on battery, a battery magazine that holds two dispos- 

my belt at all times, and in this case, able 123A lithium batteries, a wall charger (AC) 

the Lawman, which I kept in my pa- with four international adapters, a car charger 

trol bag and used as needed. (DC) and an anti-roll ring. 

In this capacity, the Lawman was Additionally, it comes with a warning pam- 

used to illuminate people, places, and phlet, a pamphlet listing available accessories and 

things in low-light and near-total a 55-page user manual that is written in seven 

dark environments. These included languages. The Lawman comes with enough sup- 

streetsides, residences, warehouses, port equipment to stay functional in a variety of 

backyards and empty lots. environments. 



Contact Information 

COMPANY 

SureFire 


www.SureFire.com 


PHONE 

(800) 828-8809 


SPKfiJi 

Tactical Runtime: 1.75 hours 
Length: 8.1 inches 
Bezel Diameter: 1.62 inches 
Weight with Batteries: 10.2 ounces 
Batteries: 1 Li-ion rech or two 1 23A 
PRICE: $455c®ssta_ 


Limnns 

1,000 for 1.75 hours 
150 for 5.25 hours 
1 5 for 37 hours 

(Using included rechargeable batteries) 



GETTING A FEEL FOR IT 


The first thing I read is that you can program 
three different switching modes, each of which 
has the light function differently, depending if 
you use the tailcap switch or the bezel switch. 

Program One has the tailcap switch run at 
high output only, and the bezel switch runs from 
high, medium, low and off as you cycle through 
it. 

Program Two has the tailcap switch cycle be- 
tween high and strobe, and the bezel switch runs 
from high, medium, low and off as you cycle 
through it. This was my preferred option, though 
it should be noted that in order to activate the 
strobe function, you have to press the switch 
three times and then hold it. This is not exactly 
intuitive. On the plus side, I never needed the 
strobe option, as I will argue that it has extremely 
limited practical use. 

Program Three has the tailcap switch run at 
high only, and the bezel switch runs at high only 
as well, simplifying things significantly, and also 
taking away a lot of what this flashlight is capa- 
ble of. 

As expected, the high output beam worked 
excellently in large spaces and when I needed to 
clearly illuminate people. The medium output 
beam worked well indoors in general, whereas a 
high output beam can blind a user as it splashes 
off white interior walls. The low output beam 
was a lifesaver when I needed to write things 
(notes, tickets, forms) while standing out on the 
streets and when I needed to find things on the 
ground. It provided enough light without my 
feeling like my corneas were scarred after the 
fact. 

As for the light output, with three intensity 
settings and two power sources, you end up with 
four options. When using the high setting, the 
rechargeable battery is an impressive 1,000 lu- 
mens, while it's "only" 500 when using 123's. The 
medium setting is listed as 300 lumens, and the 
low setting is listed as 15 lumens with both 
power sources. 

These varied output options result in two dif- 
ferent runtimes depending upon if you are using 
the lithium-ion rechargeable battery or the CR 
123 battery magazine. 

Normally, I prefer to use disposable batteries, 
as I make sure that they are readily available, and 
I don't like to bother with a rechargeable, which 
typically requires you have a spare on hand if you 
want to make sure you always have a working 
light. However, with the significant increase of 
lumen output on high (1,000 vs. 500 lumens) and 



having a wall charger, as well as the car charger, I 
had no issues in using the rechargeable and 
being able to keep the Lawman powered up. 

UNDER THE HOOD 

The flashlight itself is just what you'd expect 
from SureFire. It looks sleek, it's tacti-cool and 
rugged. It's made of a black-coated, high- 
strength hard-anodized aerospace aluminum. 

It is light, as it weighs only 10.2 ounces, yet it 
fills my hand nicely at 8.1-inches long; it also has 
a 1-inch body diameter. The tubular body has 
two flat sides to reduce the profile and a tex- 
tured knurling that increases the "stickiness" of 
the light when holding it. The ergonomics allow 
the user to switch easily between running the 
light with the bezel coming out of either side of 
the hand. 

The "tactical tailcap" switch is a press for mo- 
mentary-on and a twist for constant on. I would 
have much preferred to see a "dicky" tailcap on 
this model. Overall, I like the size of the Lawman 
as it fits the hand well, but it is not so small that I 
have to fish for it in a pocket. 

The Lawman comes with an anti-roll ring, 
which I put on as directed. While I remember first 
seeing SureFire put flat edges on their lights back 
in 2000, which I thought was ingenious. I'm not 
sure how useful the ring is, as it does not seem to 
offer much more than the crenelations already 
found around the bezel. 

With a list price of $455, the Lawman is not 
going to be the first choice for most first respon- 
ders. To further alienate their customers, SureFire 
developed a proprietary rechargeable for this 
light that ensures that you use their product as 
the Lawman is not compatible with other 
rechargeable 18650 type batteries. In SureFire's 
favor though, all of the needed hardware came 
with the light. 


"IT LOOKS SLEEK, 
IT'S TACTI-COOL 
AND RUGGED." 


FINAL WORDS 


The flashlight world has exploded in the last 
20 years, and there are many companies that can 
bring economical and innovative options to the 
market. Still, I still find that SureFire sets the 
standard where quality is concerned. 

In my perfect world, I would have a Lawman 
with a dicky tailcap switch that had a high out- 
put only and a bezel switch that had a high and 
low output and that remembered what you last 
used when you turned it off. 

Using the Lawman, however, I found that it 
more than met my needs of having a light that 
fit seamlessly in how I run a gun and light to- 
gether, while having a focused bright light, with 
enough throw to search large backyards, that 
could be brought down to a useable level where 
I could illuminate my immediate area without 
blinding myself. 

In this world of flashlight overload, the Law- 
man holds its own as a premium light that ex- 
hibits some of the best of what modern 
flashlights have to offer. FP 



With 1,000 lumens 
on high, the Lawman 
provides ample light. 
Whether you work in 
law enforcement or 
you're a civilian who 
needs a reliable flash- 
light, the Lawman can 
get the job done. 
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First In A Series On NVD’s 
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► STORV AND PHOTOS BV TERRILL HOFFMAN 


1 


T here are times when you have to 

LEARN A LITTLE BIT BEFORE YOU 
REALIZE EXACTLY HOW MUCH YOU 
DON'T KNOW. 

This was the case as I made a concerted effort at 
understanding the various night vision devices avail- 
able on the civilian market. Part of this endeavor has 
been to relate information to our readers, but part 
of it has been for my own gratification. Just like you, 

I have been shopping for night vision equipment; 
and just like you, I have found it to be a major in- 
vestment. Quality comes with a price tag, and in the 
case of night vision, "sticker shock" can be profound. 

Fortunately, my quest to further my education 
was enhanced once I notice that EOTech had a siz- 
able display at the latest NRA Annual Meetings. For 
once I would be able to view all of their various 
holographic weapon sights, thermal vision and night 
vision devices all in one location. To make the situa- 
tion even better, Amy Miller of EOTech was on hand 
to enlighten me on the subject of seeing in the dark. 
There was only one problem to this arrangement. 
You know you are in trouble when you ask a ques- 
tion, and the answer is another question. 

NEEDS GOALS 

Rather than just suggest one unit she asked what 
my needs were and what goals I expected to fulfill. 
She also asked what "system" I was currently work- 
ing with. I had been bluffing my way through the 
conversation with nothing more than the occa- 
sional head nod until she hit me with that "system" 
question. 


C 


3 




■ All of the equip- 
ment tested could be 
considered as the lat- 
est "high-tech" tools, 
yet a child could learn 
to use it. All of the 
controls were well 
laid out and easy to 
adjust to. 
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■ Any 5-shot 100-yard MOA group would get me 
excited, but this one was shot at 50 yards. But be- 
cause it was shot well after dark, Tm still hyped 
about it. When you look at EOTech's options for the 
darkness, consider the entire system. 


At that point all I could do was admit that I 
had never tried their sights and pray for mercy. 
Amy is good at her job, and not only did she ex- 
plain the entire EOTech system to me she also 
arranged for me to test each component at my 
own range. 

After the Annual Meetings, it took a little 
while for all of the samples to be gathered, but 
a box containing a complete sighting system 
was delivered to my door. As Amy had told me, 
each component is dependent on how it inter- 
acts with the next unit in the system and the 
best way to understand this coexistence is to 
start with the basic unit. 

HOLOGRAPHIC WEAPON SIGHT 

Anyone who has shot a rifle with traditional 
sights knows that you need to align the front 


sight to the rear sight and overlay this combina- 
tion on your target. The major problem to this is 
that the human eye cannot focus on the three 
planes at one time. "Iron sights" not only limit 
precision but they are also the slowest method 
of aiming. EOTech's answer was the EXPS3 HWS 
(Holographic Weapon Sight), and it was the first 
link of the system to be attached to one of my 
rifles. 

The EXPS3 projects an adjustable aiming reti- 
cle onto a display window that eliminates one 
of the sight planes and allows the shooter to 
put the dot on target and pull the trigger. 
Shooters can keep both eyes open while using 
this sight, which improves their situational 
awareness and eye relief is unlimited. Once 
mounted to the rifle with a quick-release lever 
system, the sight can be adjusted to align the 
center dot to the point of impact of the bullet 


■ I I 

the same as you would with a riflescope. The 
adjustment is 0.5 MOA per click, and there is a 
40 MOA adjustment range. At this point the 
EXPS3 has improved our sighting options, and it 
is time to look at the next link. 

MAGNIFICATION TIMES THREE 

A holographic sight is usually lx power (no 
magnification), and this somewhat limits our ef- 
fective range of our rifle. EOTech's answer is a 
3xtube magnification unit, the Model G33. 

Because the sight has an unlimited eye relief, 
it can be mounted at the front of the rifle's re- 
ceiver, and there is plenty of room for the G33 
to be mounted between the EXPS3 and the 
shooter's eye. Both the EXPS3 and the G33 have 
quick-release mounts and can be added or re- 
moved in the field without tools. The G33's 
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EXPS3 

Holographic Weapons Sight 
Night Vision Compatible 

Dimensions: 3.8" x 2.3" x 2.9" 

Weight: 1 1 .2 oz. 

Water Resistant: Submersible to 33 ft. 


Mount: 1 "Weaver or MIL-STD-1913 rail 
Settings: 20 daylight & 1 0 night vision 
compatible settings 

Power Source: Single 123 lithium battery 
(600 Hours Life) 

MSRP: $679.00 


M914A Gen. 3 Night Vision 
(AN/PVS-14 NV) 

Dimensions: 4.5" x 2" x 2.2" 

Weight: 10.2 oz. 

Mount: Head and helmet mount adapters and 
weapon mount adaptor for MIL-STD-1913 rail 
Magnification: IX 


Field-of-View: 40° 

Eye Relief: 1 " 

Diopter Adjustment: -i-2 to -6 

Gen III Image Intensification Tube Option: Omega 

Battery Power: One AA battery (40 Hours) 

MSRP: $4,199 


■ The foundation of the EOTech system is the EXPS3 holographic sight. 

This day/night sight simplifies aiming and is built to take the rigors of battle. 


■ There is no doubt that the I\/I914A is the most versatile NV device on the market. It can 
be handheld, head or helmet mounted, and used as an add-on to your holographic sight. 



G33 Magnifier 

Compatible with all EOTech 
Holographic Weapon Sights 
Length: 3.9" 

Weight: 1 1 .9 oz. 

Water Resistant: Submersible to 33 ft. 


Mount: MIL-STD-1913 rail, 1 " Weaver 
Magnification: 3X 
Eye Relief: 2.2" 

Field of View: 7.3° 

MSRP: $589 


Light Weapon 
Thermal Sight 
(LWTS) 

Dimensions: 6.7" x 3.6" x 3.9" 
Weight: 1.85 lb. 


Battery Power: 

FourAA lithium batteries 
(10 Hours) 

Field of View: 14.8 Horizontal 
Magnification: IX with 
2X digital zoom 


Focus Range: 

3 m to infinity 
MSRP: $13,699 


■ There is no reason to dedicate your rifle to night use when the LWTS can ride in front 
of your existing optics. 


■ When you need to extend the useable range of your EXPS3, just add the G33 for 
instant 3x magnification. The swivel mount allows the shooter to switch to either 
use in just seconds. 
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X320 

Thermal Imager 

Dimensions: 5.25" x 4.5" x 2" 

Weight: 1 3 oz. 

Pixel Count (Resolution): 320 x 240 
Field-of-View (Height x Width): 1 2° x 9° 

Battery Power: Two lithium AA batteries (6 hours) 
Water Resistant: Submersible to 3 ft. 

Shock Resistant: Up to 6 ft. drop 
Detection Range: 735 m 
MSRP: $3,799 



■ The X320 may be small, but it doesn't give up anything to the 
big boys. It is always a good idea to identify your target before 
taking aim. 


mount also has a "flip" feature that allows it to 
be rotated out of the way of the holographic 
sight for close-range target acquisition. 

With no more than the addition of the EXPS3 
and the G33, we have improved our aiming 
speed and enhanced our ability to acquire dis- 
tance targets when compared to our rifle's basic 
sights. EOTech has taken care of the workload for 
the first shift, and most of the second, but now it 
is time to see how they handle the "graveyard" 
shift. I think Amy must have been going for 
"Teacher of the Year" because she made sure I 
had examples of both of the popular methods of 
counteracting sunset. 

M014A GEN. 3 
NIGHT VISION 

The first method was represented by their 
M914A, which is a third Generation Night Vision 
(NV) Device. The M914A is EOTech's rendition of 
the AN/PVS-14 NV monocular and has had sub- 
stantial use in our military and is one of the most 
versatile night vision devices ever produced. 

As with all current NV devices, the M914A 


works on the principle of light intensification. 

The unit picks up the ambient light created by 
the stars and moon; as it passes through the in- 
tensifier tube, the light is converted to electrons. 
These electrons are then multiplied as they pass 
through a microchannel plate. The increased 
number of electrons then strike a phosphor 
screen that produces the green tinted image seen 
by the operator. 

This may sound rather simple and in theory it 
is, but the technology is really a marvel. As the 
level of this technology reached various mile- 
stones over the years, the devices were labeled as 
different "generations." The latest level is now 
called the 3rd generation, and this represents the 
greatest advancement in night vision. 

Someone deserves credit for the technology, 
but the ability to put it into a device no larger 
than 4 Vi inches is pure magic! The M914A is com- 
pact enough to operate as a helmet- or weapon- 
mounted unit, and it is even supplied with a head 
mounting assembly. For my purposes, I was able 
to use the supplied weapon-mount adapter and 
place it at the rear of the receiver in place of the 
G33 and turn the EXPS3 into a NV sight. 


GOING THERMAL 

The second method for defeating darkness 
is with the use of a thermal imager. 

Every object gives off heat in the form of 
infrared light, and a thermal unit can convert 
this infrared heat to electrons. These elec- 
trons are then broadcasted onto an elec- 
tronic display. A tree, or even a blade of 
grass, is emitting infrared heat, as well as 
every living creature. It is the difference in 
the amount of heat that produces the image. 

Again, this sounds simple in theory and I 
could go into greater details about both 
thermal imaging and night vision, but I was 
just looking for an education, not a doctor- 
ate. 

EOTech sent along two thermal imaging 
units with one being the LWTS (Light 
Weapon Thermal Sight) and the other being 
the handheld X320 Compact Thermal Imager. 
The X320 comes in handy as a stand-alone 
monocular, but the LWTS can be used as a 
separate sighting system or in conjunction 
with your existing optics. 
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"SOMEONE DESERVES 
CREDIT FOR THE 
TECHNOLOGY BUT 
THE ABILITY TO PUT IT 
INTO A DEVICE NO 
LARGER THAN 4 V 2 
INCHES IS PURE 
MAG 1C I" 


SIDE-BY-SIDE COMPARISON 

Reading the brochures that came 
with the equipment added to my 
knowledge of all of these devices but 
only true field-testing would satisfy 
my curiosity. 

My first adventure was simply a 
night of sitting on my deck trying 
each unit in turn. It only took a few 
moments to see that there is a major 
difference between the two methods. 
Night Vision devices result in a truer 
(what we think is truer) image of our 
surroundings. We are just magnifying 
the existing light and everything 
looks normal even if it does have a 
green tint. It was somewhat like look- 
ing at the monotones of an old black- 
and-white movie. 

Thermal, on the other hand, had a 
surreal feel to it because the image 
was highlighted by the heat signature 
of an object. It was interesting to see 
that my dog was giving off more heat 
in her head and torso than in her legs. 


As I sat there overlooking a wildlife 
area 100 yards away, the real differ- 
ence between the two methods be- 
came apparent. 

The thermal devices were better at 
detecting small animals, but the NV 
monocular was better at identifying 
them. At 100 yards a small rabbit sit- 
ting still may go unnoticed with the 
NV, but it would stand out with the 
thermal. However, once spotted, I 
could tell it was a rabbit and not a 
raccoon a lot quicker with the NV. 

RANGE TIME 

The following day it was time to 
mount these units onto rifles and 
head to the range. 

The EOTech EXPS3 was quickly 
fixed to the receiver of a 5.56 AR-15. 
Sight-in was almost as quick and only 
required 3 or 4 rounds. It was easy to 
understand why these units have 
gathered such a following among 





■ If you think 
you're going to 
hide from in- 
frared observa- 
tion behind a 
tree, just make 
sure it is a big 
tree. NV and 
thermal both 
have their ad- 
vantages and 
when combined 
they make the 
ultimate system. 


■ Thermal tech- 
nology not only 
allows you to 
detect an object, 
it highlights it 
against its sur- 
rounding fea- 
tures. The LWTS 
can even cut 
through light 
rain, smoke, or 
fog to pick out a 
target. 
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shooters. Shots up to the 100-yard line were 
quick and precise. Even though I had not used 
this sight before, it only took minutes to appre- 
ciate its qualities. The G33 did exactly what it 
was supposed to do and with its magnification I 
was much better at shooting groups on the 100- 
yard line. 

After testing, I replaced the G33 with the 
M914A NV monocular, but because extreme 
light can damage this unit, I refrained from 
using it at that time. The thermal LWTS is not 
affected by daylight, and I mounted it in front 
of a 1 .5-4 Leopold scope on another AR-1 5 
chambered in 7.62x40WT. 

Even though the LWTS can operate as a 
stand-alone scope, I chose to turn off its reticle 
and use it as an add-on to my existing optics. 
What I really wanted to know was if the addi- 
tion of this unit would affect the accuracy of my 
existing scope. The easy answer was ... not a 
bit! This proved to me that I could use the LWTS 
in this manner on several rifles without having to 
worry with sight alignment. 

A few days later I had an urge to experiment 
with the M914A. I adjusted the head mount and 
clipped the unit in place before taking a late 
night ride on my ATV. After a short learning 
curve, this unit added a whole new meaning to 
the word "stealth." Replace that ATV with a bicy- 
cle to displace the sound, and you would have a 
rather useful convert bug-out method. 



The following week held even more fun as I 
returned to my range after dark. Please note that 
I live right next to Nowhere, NC, and my nearest 
neighbors are over a mile away. Even though 
they are accustomed to the noise of my range I 
very seldom shoot at night and felt I should pre- 
warn them on my testing. I even went a step fur- 
ther and warned my county Sheriff's office. 
Gunfire during the day is a normal when you live 
in the country, but at night it is another story. I 
also drafted two friends to help with the testing. 


■ The M914A proved that 
very little ambient light is 
needed to survey your king- 
dom. Even on overcast 
nights, seeing in the dark was 
no longer a magical dream. 


Contact Info 


EOTech, Inc. 

1201 E. Ellsworth 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48108 
(888) 368-4656 
www.EOTechlnc.com 







"THE THERMAL DEVICES WERE BETTER AT DETECTING 
SMALL ANIMALS, BUT THE NV MONOCULAR 1 / 1/45 
BETTER AT IDENTIEYING THEM. " 


For the accuracy testing, I kept the targets at 
50 yards because the EOTech EXPS3 is a 1x sight. 
That rifle was fitted with the M914A NV monoc- 
ular, and the LWTS was sitting in front of the Le- 
opold turn down to 1.5x on the other rifle. The 
only other detail was I did staple a 2-inch x 2 Vi- 
inch disposable hand warmer on the target for 
the thermal unit because the target just ap- 
peared as a white sheet when viewed through 
the unit. 

The ability to place precise shots in the dark 
was proven because both rifles produced five- 
shot groups of less than one inch. However, in 
an effort for total disclosure, the group with the 
thermal sight had four shots in less than one 
inch and one shot four inches away. I've heard a 
lot of excuses for pulling a shot, but that night 
we beat them all. 

Right as my friend was about to fire the fifth 
shot, a helicopter came in at tree-top level and 
flew the length of the valley where my range is 
located. It then turned and came back over us 
before disappearing. I have no clue who it was, 
but I hope they enjoyed seeing my range. 

We then played, or should I say tested, the 


sights at 100 yards using 6-inch diameter metal 
plates as targets. There wasn't a single miss with 
either weapon. 

For another hour we removed the sights 
from the rifles and hand held each device as we 
played a form of hide-n-seek. By taking turns as 
the "hider," all three of us had a chance to 
judge each device on its individual merits. The 
M914A NV monocular was the clear winner in 
reference to being able to identify a target as 
long as that target was in sight of us. However, 
once the target moved into the brush around 
the edge of the range, it was the two thermal 
units that proved you can run, but you can't 
hide from today's technology. 

SOLUTION TO DARKNESS 

After several nights, followed by several days 


of thought, I admit that testing the various 
products offered by EOTech has answered sev- 
eral of my questions concerning night vision 
and thermal devices. 

However, the greatest revelation I gained 
while reviewing these product is that there is no 
one do-it-all answer for dealing with the dark- 
ness. Night vision and thermal both have their 
advantages and disadvantages. I believe Amy 
was right when she referred to the solution as 
being a system. 

You may be concerned with self-defense or 
just a hunter wanting to gain an advantage, but 
there is no good reason to limit your rifle to a 9- 
to-5 job. Remember, contrary to the "B" grade 
cowboy movies of the 1950s, the Indians do at- 
tack at night. 

If you have a problem with the darkness, 
EOTech has the solution. FP 
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OPTIMIZED FOR 
RECOIL AND 
RELIABILITY, 

TRIARC SYSTEMS' 
TSR-15W IS 

DESIGNED FOR 
THE NEXT 
GENERATION 
WARFIGHTER 


PHOTOS BV GUS ALONZO [LEAO PHOTO] 
ANO HENRV OEKUVPER 


A WARFIGHTER'S SERVICE 
WEAPON IS HIS CLOSEST 
COMPANION AND AN EX- 
TENSION OF HIMSELF. IT IS 
THE MAINSTAY OF PAST AND PRES- 
ENT WARS, AS WELL AS A TOOL FOR 
PERSONAL DEFENSE. 

The great men of American history 
and today realize that in war, one 
must go into deadly ground with no 
holds barred, if he wants to come out 
alive. That sense of honor, authentic- 
ity, and dedication is difficult to find. 
When seemingly insurmountable 
forces stand in the way, there's 
nowhere to go but forward. 






COMMON GROUND 

James Fleming and Christopher Reeves, 
founders of Warfighter Concepts and TRIARC 
Systems respectively, first met at an advanced 
carbine course during the spring of 2013. Dis- 
covering a common work ethic, the two 
began to have in-depth discussions regarding 
weapon mechanics and also shared past expe- 
riences with training and manufacturing. 
Throughout the course, James and Chris 
swapped rifles during drills and compared dif- 
ferences between government issued 
weapons and TRIARC's manufactured rifles. 
James took note of the attention to detail, 
balance, recoil management, and reliability of 
Chris' TRIARC rifle. 

During November of 2013, James invited 
Chris to join his Warfighter Concepts Carbine 
Course for the San Diego PD. The course was 
physically demanding and focused on high 
performance during stressed-induced shoot- 
ing. It soon became clear that James' passion 
and professionalism were like none other. 
Upon completion of the course, the two real- 
ized that there was fertile ground to begin 
discussing a co-branded rifle — one that held 

r— " r— 



■ This TSR-15W is 
equipped with a well- 
worn Aimpoint T1 
Micro. It is light weight 
and combat proven. 




true to the warfighter standard. 

"James promotes high standards from 
the get-go during his Warfighter Con- 
cepts courses," says Reeves. "He sets ex- 
pectations right away and builds your 
skills throughout high-intensity shooting 
situations." 

After much testing, evaluation, and 
multiple variances, TRIARC established a 
special edition WARCON rifle in spring of 
2015. This WARCON edition, TRIARC's 
TSR-15W, is purposefully designed to 
achieve a balance of reliability and recoil 
management that is capable of produc- 
ing sub-MOA accuracy. 

TRIARC SYSTEMS 

Inspired by American spirit and inge- 
nuity, TRIARC Systems' mission is to pro- 
vide tailored solutions and weapon 
systems for professional users to keep 
pushing forward. Since the company 
launch in the fall of 2013, TRIARC has 
manufactured complete weapon pack- 
ages on special requests from govern- 
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Multi-Caliber 


Polymer Lower Receiver 


Patent pending inter-lock hammer 
and trigger pin retainment system 

• Prevents movement from the hammer ^ 
and trigger pin during tiring 


Patent pending metal- reinforced 
polymer lower receiver 

• Reinlorced at critical point of buffer tube 
housing tor years of shooting 

• Lightness of polymer with the stability 
of a billet receiver 


OMKI HYBRID PISTOL‘S*""’ 

5.56 -aORD I r Free Float Quail Rail 
7“ Buffer Tube 1 7.5" Melonite Coated Barrel 

(Red Dot Flip-Up Sights, & Optics Ready versions available) 

MSRP $669.95 


OMNI HYBRID HQA 

S.S6 M4 30RD [ 7" Free Float Quad Rail 
16" Melonite Coated Barrel 1 6 Pos Stock 
(Flat Top Optics Ready. Scope Sold Separately! 

MSRP $674.95 

www.AmericanTaclical.us 


/AmericanTactical 


/ATIFirearms lia @TacticalJmport 


EVERY OMNI HYBRID 
Includes two Magpul 
PMA6 Magazines 





merit agencies and select clients. Fur- 
thermore, the company recently re- 
leased a new barrel product line, 
TRACK. 

TRACK is a proprietary type of rifling 
known as Single Edge Polygonal (SEP) 
available through TRIARC Systems. The 
primary function of this innovation is 
to provide an improved rifling that fea- 
tures a single edge area and a polygo- 
nal area separating the grooves. In 
essence, it is a combination of standard 
and polygonal rifling. 


This hybrid reduces any substantial 
deformation of the bullet due to its 
minimal engraving. It allows the bullet 
to move more symmetrically along the 
barrel, enabling a straighter line to- 
ward the target. Furthermore, the 
tighter seal of the projectile reduces 
forward escaping gases, and therefore, 
minimal loss of gas pressures. Ulti- 
mately, this design has the capabilities 
of shooting match grade ammunition 
at sub-MOA accuracy. 

Although TRIARC's recent focus has 



"...IS PURPOSEFULLY 
DESIGNED TO ACHIEVE A 
BALANCE OF RELIABILITY 
RECOIL MANAGEMENT 
. ^ AND FLUID MOTION TO 
WEIGHT RATIO THAT IS 
fi CAPABLE OF PRODUCING 
SUB-MOA ACCURACY." 
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been launching the new barrel line, the 
company has also completed custom projects 
for law enforcement agencies, including: the 
Bexar County Emergency Response Team, 
McKinney PD, Texas DPS Air Craft Unit San 
Antonio, and the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Division. Following growth from LE agen- 
cies, TRIARC decided to expand its civilian 
reach and launched their new website dur- 
ing the beginning of this year. Individuals 
can browse through custom-plated BCG's, an 
array of night vision equipment, TRACK bar- 
rels, and submit custom manufacturing re- 
quests (visit www.TRIARCSystems.com for 
more details). 


THE WARCON EDITION RIFLE 

Built off of a matched forged upper and 
lower set, the TSR-15W features TRIARC'S 
14.5-inch TRACK barrel in a government 
contour. This profile offers a good strength 
to weight ratio and is chambered in 5.56mm 
NATO. TRACK barrels utilize a single-edge 
polygonal rifling and are made from 4150 
CMV steel, properly heat treated and fin- 
ished with black nitride. 

To focus on reducing the felt recoil, TRI- 
ARC first optimizes the gas port to ensure 
reliability without over driving the action. 
Next, a VLTOR A5 buffer system with an en- 


hanced, cryo treated, buffer spring are 
placed. Finally, a Surefire SOCOM muzzle 
brake is attached to the end of the TRACK 
barrel. These additions increase longevity 
and reliability of key components. 

The WARCON rifle is also equipped with a 
TRIARC BCG. These BCGs are built to Mil- 
Spec standards, are plated in an NP3 (Nickel 
Teflon) finish, and use a five-coil cryo 
treated extractor spring for enhanced ex- 
traction reliability and longevity. 

Other components of the TSR-1 5W are 
the Geissele 13-inch MK8 MLOK rail system, 
which assists in rigidity, modularity and 
weight. Likewise, this weapon system fea- 
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tures a Geissele SD3G (Super Dynamic Three Gun) 
trigger, one of the highest quality triggers on the 
market regarding speed and longevity. 

THE IDEAL AR 

Ultimately, theTSR-15W, WARCON Edition, is 
ideal for the modern warfighter. 



Inside TRIARC 

Chris Reeves founded TRIARC Systems in 
September 201 3. With a fervent interest 
for American war and weapons history, 
TRIARC wanted to approach the firearms 
industry with passion for ingenuity and 
problem solving. Chris' military service of 
14 years included two one-year combat 
tours in Operation Iraqi Freedom, where 
he was specially trained and developed a 
strong talent for problem solving and 
working with mission specific equip- 


Dll) Yinj immr> 

TRIARC Systems is primarily a bar- 
rel manufacturer, but they do 
manufacturer complete rifles on 
special requests from LE agencies 
and select clients. 



■ The TSR-15W's upper 
receiver is built utilizing the 
Geissele's MK8 MLOK rail 
for its slim, light weight 
and durable design. 
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Fleming's Path to President 

Company president and lead instructor James Fleming 
brings over 30 years of combined military and federal law 
enforcement weapons training experience. 

James served in the U.S. Army for over 20 years and 
held numerous positions within the SOF community, cul- 
minating in an assignment to the Army's only premier Na- 
tional Command Authority directed Special Mission Unit. 

Upon retirement from active duty, James took another 
opportunity to serve his country and operated as a fed- 
eral air marshal, in the wake of the tragic events of Sep- 
tember 1 1 , 2001 . As a FAM, James was hand-selected to 
direct and supervise all training within the South Florida 
regional area, specializing in tactical pistol and close- 
quarter battle requirements. 


■ The charging handle 
has ambidextrous controls 
that allow for quick 
weapon manipulation 
using either the left or 
right hand. 
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How To Find 
TriArcSystems 


WEB 

www.TriArcSystems.com 

FACEBOOK 

Facebook.com/triarcsystems 

INSTAGRAM 

Triarcsystems 


TSR-15W 


MODEL: TSR-15W 
CALIBER: 5.56 NATO 
LENGTH: 33 inches 
WEIGHT: 6 pounds 10 ounces 
BARREL: 14.5-inch TRACK barrel in 
a government contour 
TWIST: 1/7 

STOCK: MAGPUL MOE SL Milspec 
SIGHTS: MAGPUL MBUS PROs 
MAGAZINE: 30 -h 1 
MSRP: $2,399 FP 


ACCUPJICY TIISTIHG 


1 

LOAD 

ACCURACY 

AVERAGE VELOCITY 

69gr SMK Federal Gold Medal Match 

.68 in 5-shot group 

2,839 FPS 

69gr SMK Federal Gold Medal Match 

.68 in 5 shot group 

2,839 FPS 
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BAXTLE PROVEN. 
LIGHTER THAN EVER. 
ENHANCED PRECISION. 


SUPPRESSOR CAPABLE .50 BMC 


BaBBETTI 


LEGEND 

REFINED 

IVI1 OT'AI 


Barrett will not sell to government agencies in the State of California or New York. 
Learn more at barrett.net 





34 WORLD OF FIREPOWER 


■ The Model 1911 is known 
as one of the best combat 
handguns ever designed. 
Wilson Combat has elevated 
it to an even higher standard 
with the quality of their 
parts and assembly. 






WILSON COMBAT'S 

NEW CUSTOM 1911S 
ARE HEAVYWEIGHTS 
CHAMBERED IN SMM 


FIRED HANDGUNS. 

A couple of friends (both new shooters) had 
joined me for the testing, and they were arguing 
about which handgun had the least "mushy" trigger. 
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It dawned on me that neither of these 
gentlemen had ever experienced a decent 
trigger. Both were in their early 30s and 
ever since they were old enough to shoot 
a handgun all they have ever fired were 
the latest and greatest plastic wonders. 
They had shunned revolvers as being old- 
fashioned and always thought the Gov- 
ernment Model 191 1 was a dinosaur. 

A week later I received two firearms 
from Wilson Combat, and I invited them 
again to join me when it was time to test 
these new firearms. As I told them, they 
needed to be prepared for "handgun 
heaven." To make the situation even bet- 
ter, both handguns were chambered in 
9mm, and they could shoot them side by 
side with the previous weapons. 

These gentlemen had heard of Wilson 
Combat, but they had never even held 
one of their firearms. They were in for a 
treat. 

CARRY COMPACT, TACTICAL CARRY 

I have had experience with their .45 
ACP models, and personally carry a Colt 
Commander that they fined tuned for me, 
but this was my first chance at trying the 
reduced recoil of the 9mm in a 1911 plat- 
form. 

The first handgun was their full-sized 
Tactical Carry, and the other was the 


smaller Carry Combat. Both firearms were 
hand fitted, and the slide-to-frame fit is 
pure perfection. There is no wobble what- 
soever between these major parts, yet the 
only resistance felt in the movement of 
the slide is cause by the recoil spring. The 
barrels glide into lock-up and even pres- 
sure on the hood of the chamber will not 
move them once they are in place. It may 
sound like a writer's exaggeration, but 
you must actually handle these pistols to 
appreciate the care taken to fit these 
parts. The triggers are tuned to a 3 
pound pull with about 1/8 inch take-up 
before breaking crisply. 

The frames have been mated to a 
straight one-piece "Bullet Proof" (Wilson's 
brand name) Magwell/Mainspring Hous- 
ing that offers a substantial bevel to the 
magazine well to aide in reloading. The 
mainspring housing and front strap of the 
grip are both finished with a 30-line per 
inch checkering to improve the grip. 

Sitting above the mainspring housing is 
the concealment Bullet Proof beavertail 
grip safety. The grip safety not only pre- 
vents the weapons from firing before you 
have a firm grip on the handgun, but its 
"beavertail" cups the hammer tang to 
prevent it from snagging on clothing 
while being drawn. The sample pistols 
came with a tactical Bullet Proof thumb 
safety mounted on the left side of the 


■ Wilson Combat offers 
several sighting options. 
This is just one of many 
alterations the customer 
can make to the basic 
model design. I preferred 
the "night sight" while 
many may choose a fiber 
optics front sight. 




■ One difference between the 
two handguns is the method of 
mating the barrel to the slide at 
the muzzle. The Tactical Carry 
uses the traditional barrel bushing 
while the Carry Compact has gone 
the route of using a flared barrel 
to mate directly to the slide. Both 
methods were fitted perfectly. 



■ Lowering and flaring the ejection port has been a 
standard upgrade to the original 1911 design for 
many years. The fluting of the barrel decreases 
weight and enhances reliability; they look good too. 


"THESE FLUTES NOT 
ONLY LIGHTEN THE 
BARREL ... WITHOUT 
HINDERING OPERATION 
OF THE SHORT-RECOIL 
OPERATING SYSTEM." 


frame but an ambidextrous unit is available 
as an option. The fitting of the thumb 
safety results in a positive lock in both posi- 
tions with just the right amount of force 
needed to switch it either on or off. 

The barrel muzzle has a cone-shaped 
crown and an extended feed ramp to ac- 
commodate the 9mm chambering. There is 
a set of flutes milled into the body of the 
barrel, as well as a second set milled into 
the chamber area. These flutes not only 
lighten the barrel but also give any dust or 
grime a place to gather without hindering 
operation of the short-recoil operating sys- 
tem. 

The "dropped and flared" ejection port 
has become a standard improvement in the 
industry over the basic Model 1911, but the 
30 lines per inch serrations along the top of 
the slide to prevent glare while sighting is a 
feature found only on the top-of-the-line 
firearms. This feature is also carried over 
with 40 LPI serrations to the rear of the 
slide and the back of the rear sight. 

The magazine release is slightly longer 
than standard, which allows for a positive 
release, and as you would expect, all of the 
magazines fell free once released. The bot- 
tom of the slide, as well as the front of the 
slide and frame dust cover, is beveled and 
there are no sharp points at all on the 


handgun. The slide stop stud is even coun- 
tersunk in the frame to prevent it from in- 
terfering with the shooter. 

The Tactical Carry is a full-sized 1911 and 
features a five-inch barrel and slide with 
the traditional frame size. The Carry Com- 
pact has a grip-frame that is Vi inch smaller 
and a slide/barrel combination that is 1 inch 
shorter. The Tactical Carry uses the tradi- 
tional barrel bushing, but the smaller hand- 
gun has a 4-inch barrel with an enlarged 
muzzle that allows the elimination of the 
barrel bushing. 

There are a couple of things different 
about these two handguns that I should 
note. First, normally the Carry Compact 
comes with an aluminum frame, but the 
sample model was all steel. Also, the Tacti- 
cal Carry came with a fiber optic front sight, 
and the Carry Compact has a snag-free tri- 
tium "night sight" up front. Both guns have 
the fixed Wilson Combat battlesight rear 
sight. 

About the only other difference was the 
length of the magazine, which you would 
expect with the difference in frame sizes. 

One important aspect of ordering a cus- 
tom firearm from Wilson Combat is your 
options are almost unlimited. You can order 
the basic model and select the sights, grips 
and safeties of your choice. 



■ The rear sight had a nice 
wide slot, which allows quick 
and precise alignment to the 
front sight blade. The serra- 
tions on both the rear of the 
sight and slide prevent glare 
and aides in sight alignment. 
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■ The 30 LPI (lines-per-inch) checkering on 
the frontstrap combines with the matching 
checkering on the mainspring housing to 
provide a comfortable and secure grip. 


THE PATH 
TO TODAY 

4 Quick Facts 


1 

The best way to describe 
Wilson Combat would be 
to call them a production 
custom house. The total 
factory staff is about 1 00 
people, but each firearm 
is hand fitted and assem- 
bled by trained gunsmiths 
that could be considered 
true craftsman. 

Q 

The business began when 
Bill Wilson started cus- 
tomizing handguns in the 
mid-seventies and has 
grown to what many 
would consider the best 
custom house in the busi- 
ness. 

0 

Bill was an avid United 
States Practical Shooting 
Association (USPSA) 
shooter and learned what 
modifications were 
needed to make the 1911 
the ultimate combat 
handgun. He began by al- 
tering his own competi- 
tion handguns but soon 
started doing work for 
the other shooters. Since 
that time, his business 
has continued to grow 
and now also produces 
combat shotguns, AR ri- 
fles and in the past few 
years they have ex- 
panded into customizing 
pistols other than the 
1911. 

4 

Bill has always set a high 
standard for his staff, as 
he did for himself, and 
the quality of their prod- 
ucts bears witness to 
their commitment to the 
trade. Bill's son, Ryan, has 
taken over the day-to-day 
operation of the company 
and has not skipped a 
beat in continuing their 
pursuit of perfection. 



■ Top: The slide serrations may look 
stylish but they do have a purpose. 
They break up the reflection of light 
off of the side. At times it can be as 
hard to see your sights in bright sun- 
light as it is in a twilight situation. 

■ Bottom: Often referred to as "old 
slab sides" the 1911 is a slim hand- 
gun and this is a feature appreciated 
any time it is carried concealed. 



RANGE SESSIONS 

Wilson Combat has totally embraced 
the concept of modern communication 
with their website, Facebook and 
YouTube. I suggest that you totally in- 
vestigate their site before heading to 
the range. I had gone to the range the 
day the handguns came in and ran into 
a slight glitch with the Carry Compact. I 
had a failure to feed on the first shot, 
but soon found the solution on the 
Wilson website. The springs in their 
magazines are rather stout, and they 
suggest letting a magazine sit fully 
loaded for a day or two before you use 
them. This allows the spring to "set." 
Once I followed their advice, all prob- 
lems disappeared. 

A few days later I had taken all of 
the photographs I needed, and the 
three of us headed to my range so 
these two could start their education 
on Wilson Combat. 

Beside my two friends, I also took 
along a selection of 115-grain Hornady 
Critical Defense, Sig Sauer 124-grain 
JHP and Winchester 147 grain FMJ am- 
munition. During this range session, 
the performance of these two pistols 
was flawless. It was during this session 
that I really started to appreciate the 
design of the Wilson sights. It will not 
be long before my own Colt Com- 
mander will be wearing a new set of 
Wilson's sights. 

Wilson Combat has a stated guaran- 
tee of V/i inch groups at 25 yards, but I 
was only able to obtain this standard 
with the Sig Sauer hollow points and 
with the Carry Combat. Even then I 
only matched this standard with one 
group and most others ran closer to 1% 
or 2 inches. 

The Tactical Carry was right behind 


with the best group being only 1/8 of 
an inch larger. I would have expected 
the opposite to be true, but it seems as 
if my eyes preferred the front sight on 
the Carry Compact. There was a veloc- 
ity loss with the shortened barrel of 
the Carry Compact, and the 147-grain 
Winchester load reach an average of 
925 feet per second compared to 1,027 
feet per second for the Tactical Carry. 

The Hornady 1 1 5-grain load was the 
lightest, and the fastest tested with an 
average speed of 1,1 17 feet per second 
in the shorter handgun and 1,168 feet 
per second in the longer 5-inch model. 
The Sig Sauer split the difference be- 
tween the other two loads and aver- 
aged 1,103 and 1,191 feet per second 
for the two pistols. The accuracy level 
of these guns leads me to believe that 
they could achieve the V/i inch guaran- 
tee, but on this day it was the shooters 
who couldn't meet the mark. 

The best part of the day was when 
my two friends had the chance to pull 
the trigger for the first time. They 
couldn't help but to get a big smile 
across their faces. They tolerated me 
during the chronographing and en- 
joyed shooting paper targets for accu- 
racy. However, when we switched to 
metal plates, they did in fact think they 
were in handgun heaven. Before the 
end of the day, they both had a chance 
to beat their personal best by clearing 
the eight plates without a single miss. 

In fact, the only way I was able to 
maintain my status of "expert" was to 
go 3-for-3 on a 12-inch square plate at 
100 yards. Those silly smiles did disap- 
pear when they pulled out their plastic 
pistols and could not even come close 
to the same performance as they 
achieved with the Wilson firearms. 
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■ The Tactical Carry had 
an edge in velocity with 
its longer barrel, but the 
Carry Compact has an 
edge for concealed carry. 
Either one will serve you 
well for years to come. 


■ The grip length of the Carry 
Compact is inch shorter than a 
standard sized 1911 but it still 
provided enough space for a se- 
cure three-finger grip. The trig- 
ger, thumb safety, hammer, and 
beaver tail grip safety are the 
same on either pistol. 


■ You can see the difference 
in length for the two magazines 
... but they both are Wilson Com- 
pact products. Wilson Combat 
has a reputation in the industry 
for the quality of their magazines. 


"WILSON COMBAT HAS 
A STATED GUARANTEE 
OF 1 V 2 INCH GROUPS 
AT 25 YARDS..." 
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THE BOTTOM LINE 


Granted, with the Wilson Combat pistols you add 
about 1/2 pound in weight over the average striker-fired 
plastic handgun. You may also lose a bit in round capac- 
ity. But if my two friends are representative of the aver- 
age shooter, you increase your chances of hitting 
something with the rounds fired. 

The 1911 is also slimmer, and the small increase in 
weight is hardly noticed. I myself found out that the re- 
coil of a 9mm in a steel 191 1 isn't even worth mention- 
ing. 

The larger Tactical Carry was more in line with what I 
was used to, but the shorter Carry Compact would excel 
as an every-day-carry weapon. If you decide to order a 
handgun from Wilson Combat, you also have a few 
choices to make. Your decision on sights, grips and safety 
isn't the only selection you have to make because these 
handguns are available in .45 ACP, .38 Super and 9mm 
Luger. 

Besides my .45 ACP Combat Commander, I have also 
been known to carry a S&W 6906 in 9mm. I like both 
rounds, and it is nice to know that I can pick up a Wilson 
pistol and have both calibers available in the same hand- 
gun platform. 
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■ The flared barrel of the Carry Compact 
allows the omission of the standard barrel 
bushing. Bushing or not, it is the fitting of 
the parts that effect the accuracy and reli- 
ability of the weapon. 



PEKFOKHAHCi: lUlTA 


MODEL: Carry Compact 
CALIBER: 9mm Luger 
(.45 ACP and .38 Super 
available) 

MAGAZINE CAPACITY: 

8 rounds (9mm) 

BARREL: 4 inches fluted 
stainless barrel 
OVERALL LENGTH: 7.6 in. 
SIGHT RADIUS: 5.6 inches 
HEIGHT: 4.9 inches 
WIDTH: 1.3 inches 
SIGHTS: Wilson 
"Battlesight" rear, 
snag-free tritium front 
MSRP: BASE PRICE $3,650 


LOAD 

Winchester 147 grain FMJ 
Hornady 1 1 5 grain FTX 
Sig Sauer 124 grain Elite 


VELOCITY 

925 

1,117 

1,103 


ACCURACY 

2.12 inches 
1.75 inches 
1 .50 inches 


Notes: Bullet weight measured in grains, ve- 
locity is average of 1 0 shots in fps measured 
1 0 feet from muzzle, and accuracy in inches 
for the best five-shot group at 25 yards. 


■ The Carry Com- 
pact has a barrel 1 
inch shorter and a 
grip frame y 2 inch 
shorter than the 
standard 1911. 
Overall it is as it is 
named, a compact 
weapon that is ideal 
for concealed carry. 


Wilson Compact 
"Carry Compact" 
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■ One of the strong advantages of the 1911 is the 
ease of disassembly for cleaning. Wilson Combat has 
mastered the ability of tightening up all of the toler- 
ances between parts without effecting reliability. 




My two friends left with mixed feelings. 
They had enjoyed the experience of shooting a 
custom handgun and learned the value of a 
good trigger. However, they will never think 
the same about the standard fare at the local 

O gun shop. 

The cost of the Wilson Combat pistol may 
hold them back a bit, but quality does come at 
a cost. When I asked which handgun they 
would rather pass along to their sons, they did 
not hesitate. 

They're really going to hate me when I in- 
troduce them to the Wilson Combat AR rifles. 

FP 


Terrill 
Hoffman is 
Firepower's 
consulting 
editor. 
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Reach Out To Wilson 


NAME 

Wilson Combat® & Scattergun 
Technologies 

ADDRESS 

2452 CR719 
Berryville,AR 72616 

PHONE 

(800) 955-4856 

WEB 

www.WilsonCombat.com 


Wilson Compact 
"Tactical Carry" 

MODEL: Tactical Carry 
CALIBER: 9mm Luger 
(.45 ACPand .38 Super 
available) 

MAGAZINE CAPACITY: 

10 rounds (9mm) 

BARREL: 5 inches fluted 
stainless barrel 

OVERALL LENGTH: 8.7 inches 
SIGHT RADIUS: 6.6 inches 
HEIGHT: 5.6 inches 
WIDTH: 1.3 inches 
SIGHTS: Wilson 
"Battlesight" rear, 
fiber optic front 
MSRP: BASE PRICE $3,750 


PlSHFHHMAHCi: DATA 


LOAD 

Winchester 147 grain FMJ 
Hornady 115 grain FTX 
Sig Sauer 124 grain Elite 


VELOCITY 


ACCURACY 

2.25 inches 
1.62 inches 
1.62 inches 


Notes: Bullet weight measured in grains, ve- 
locity is average of 1 0 shots in fps measured 
1 0 feet from muzzle, and accuracy in inches 
for the best five-shot group at 25 yards. 



■ When matched 
with the lower recoil 
of the 9mm cartridge 
the full sized Tactical 
Carry was a pleasure 
to fire. Both hand- 
guns had triggers 
which would make 
any shooter smile. 
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DEVELOPMENT TOOK SOME 25 YEARS, BUT THE 
V-22 OSPREY NOW PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN 
LONG RANGE RESCUE AND RECOVERY 
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► E3V LEROV THOMPSON 


— t 

T FIRST FLEW IN 1989, BUT CHANGES AND 
DEVELOPMENT LASTED ANOTHER DECADE. 

IT WASN'T UNTIL 2007, ALMOST A QUARTER 
CENTURY AFTER DEVELOPMENT BEGAN, 

THAT IT ENTERED SERVICE. 

THE OSPREY V-22 EVOLVED TO FILL A 
SPECIAL OPERATIONS NEED FOR AN AIRCRAFT 
COMBINING THE VERTICAL TAKEOFF/LANDING 
CAPABILITIES OF A HELICOPTER WITH THE 
LONGER RANGE AND CRUISING SPEED OF A 
TURBOPROP AIRCRAFT. 
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"THE OSPREY V-22 EVOLVED TO FILL A SPECIAL OPERATIONS NEED FOR AN AIRCRAFT 
COMBINING THE VERTICAL TAKEOFF/LANDING CAPABILITIES OF A HELICOPTER ..." 


Much of the impetus for the project was the fail- 
ure of the helicopters involved in the Iran hostage 
rescue attempt in 1980. The Department of Defense 
first expressed interest in an aircraft with these capa- 
bilities in 1981, resulting in a joint development pro- 
gram by Bell Helicopter and Boeing Helicopter, a 
contract for development being awarded in 1983. 

It has been a long journey for the Osprey, but it 
has played a vital role for the USMC and the USAF. 

USMC & USAF 

The USMC, which was the first branch to take de- 
livery of the V-22, began training aircrew on the air- 
craft as early as 2000. The USAF introduced its own 
version of the V-22 in 2009 for use by Air Force Spe- 
cial Operations. 

Both branches use the V-22 for long-range inser- 
tions and extractions of personnel. The USMC also uses 
the MV-22 for logistical support of Marine amphibious 
units shortly after a landing (i.e. critical delivery of am- 
munition or extraction of casualties). Because the V-22 
may be aerially refueled, its range is increased for mis- 
sions and for deployment over long distances. 



USMC infantryman 
boarding an MV-22 
(USMC). 
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SHARPSBRa 


EXCEPTIONAL DESIGNS. EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP 

WWW.SHARPSBROS.COM 


( 407 ) 928.2666 

WWW.SPIKESTACTICAL.COM 


AVAILABLE THROUGH 
SI=>|K£S 




Photo By: Lance CpI. Fatmeh Saad ; 


ARMAMENT 
& DEFENSE 
SYSTEMS 


1 

The Osprey can have an 
M240 7.62x51 mm MG or a 
.50 caliber M2 MG 
mounted on the loading 
ramp; it is capable of firing 
to the rear when the ramp 
is lowered. 


.50-caliber three-barreled 
GAU Gatling gun 


Some MV-22S deployed to 
Afghanistan had the 
Interim Defense Weapon 
System (IDWS) mounted 
on the belly of the Osprey 
and remotely operated by 
a gunner aiming via color 
TV and FLIR (Forward 
Looking Infrared). 

A disadvantage of the 
IDWS is that its weight 
lowered the cargo capacity 
of the MV-22. 


Experimentation has been 
carried out to determine 
the feasibility of mounting 
various precision guided 
weapons, such as the 
AGM-114Hellfire,or 
guided or unguided rock- 
ets. For use with guided 
munitions, a laser designa- 
tor can be mounted. It 
could also be used to paint 
targets for fixed wing air- 
craft. 




»IK]) IH FLIGHT 

1981 

1983 

1989 

2000 

Through the Years 

The year the Department of Defense 

The year Bell and Boeing received 

The year the Osprey 

The year the USMC began 


first expressed interest in the Osprey 

the contact to build the Osprey 

first took flight 

training on the Osprey 


46 WORLD OF FIREPOWER 







I 


I 


♦ 


I 







PliHFOHMAHCi: 

(MPII) 

316 

Top speed at sea level 

351 

At 15,000 feet, 
the speed it can attain 

277 

Cruising speed at sea level 


Taking Off or Landing 

How It Works 

When taking off or landing, the V-22 is 
normally in helicopter mode with the na- 
celles vertical. Once the V-22 is airborne, 
the nacelles rotate forward 90 degrees, 
and it may be operated as a turboprop air- 
craft at higher speeds. 

STOL (Short Takeoff and Landing) 
rolling takeoff and landing may be carried 
out with nacelles tilted forward at 45 de- 
grees. If it is desirable to reach altitude 
and speed faster, a jump takeoff may be 
undertaken with the nacelles at 80 de- 
grees. 
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Threat 

Assessment 



"MUCH OF THE IMPETUS FOR THE PROJECT 1/1//\S THE FAILURE 
OF THE HELICOPTERS INVOLVED IN THE IRAN HOSTAGE 
RESCUE ATTEMPT ..." 


When the MV-22 was adopted, it 
was expected to replace the CH-46E 
and CH-53D helicopters. In the Air 
Force, the CV-22 was intended to 
replace the MH-53J and MH-60G 
helicopters. 

One of the principal missions the 
CV-22 would take over from the 
MH-53J would be long-range res- 
cue and recovery. Because of the 
CV-22's long-range special ops mis- 
sion, it has a few modifications over 
the standard V-22. These include 
additional wing tanks, terrain fol- 
lowing/terrain avoidance radar (for 


nap-of-the-earth flying), and an en- 
hanced avionics package. 

Bell Helicopter and Boeing were 
contracted to build at least 458 V- 
22s for the USAF, USMC, and USN. 
However, U.S. defense cuts may cut 
that number in half. The Army has 
not adopted the V-22. 

RANGE & ABILITY 

Because of its range and ability 
to take off from a USN Amphibious 
Assault Ship, the Osprey is invalu- 
able for seaborne operations. 


Lengthening the Osprey's reach 
is its aerial refueling capability. Ad- 
ditionally, with an aerial refueling 
kit that may be quickly installed or 
removed, the V-22 may aerially re- 
fuel other aircraft such as helicop- 
ters or USMC F-35B aircraft. 

Although it increased costs sub- 
stantially, the MV-22 was designed 
so that the wings and rotors could 
be folded to fit aboard ships. The 
automatic fold system allows the 
wings and rotors, in 90 seconds, to 
fold into a shape compact enough 
to fit on ship's elevators. Although 


The V-22 faces many of 
the same threats as heli- 
copters, including small 
arms, MAN PADS (Man 
Portable Air Defense Sys- 
tems), anti-aircraft fire, and 
missiles or bullets from 
fixed wing aircraft or rotor 
aircraft. Hence, care must 
be taken in choosing the 
area of operations for the 
Osprey. Good intelligence 
can also allow the V-22 to 
avoid many threats. 

The Osprey's speed (see 
the sidebar) makes it more 
difficult to engage than a 
standard helicopter, while 
the wide spacing of the en- 
gines lowers the infrared 
signature. Each engine na- 
celle has an IR suppressor 
at the rear, making it 
harder for missiles to target 
the V-22. If a missile is 
launched at the Osprey, its 
warning systems alert the 
crew, who can dispense 
countermeasures including 
chaff, decoy, and/or flares. 
There is also an Integrated 
Radio Frequency Counter- 
measures system as well. 
USAF Special Operations 
Command has installed 
ABSS (Advanced Ballistic 
Stopping System) armor on 
its CV-22s to protect pas- 
sengers and crew. 

The Osprey is designed 
to keep flying if it suffers 
damage and to prevent fire 
using onboard retardant 
systems. Various redundan- 
cies and hardening allow 
the V-22 to keep flying with 
substantial damage. How- 
ever, it is generally con- 
ceded that if both engines 
fail while in helicopter 
mode, it would be very dif- 
ficult to make a safe land- 
ing. In aircraft mode, the 
V-22 can be glided down. 

To enhance reliability, the 
V-22's two engines are con- 
nected by drive shafts to a 
central gearbox, allowing 
one engine to power both 
proprotors if there is an en- 
gine failure. 
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the V-22 offers advantages, there were crit- 
ics as its cost had risen to $60 million for 
each unit as opposed to $35 million for a 
CH-53E helicopter that could carry a heav- 
ier payload. 

The V-22's payload can be adjusted to fit 
the mission. When configured to transport 
fully equipped combat troops there are 24 
seats. Two external cargo hooks can each 
support 10,000 pounds or when rigged to- 
gether for stability, 15,000 pounds. 

For search and rescue operations, the 
Osprey has a hydraulically powered winch. 
When configured to carry cargo internally, 
the V-22 can carry 20,000 pounds. Weight 
will affect the range of the V-22. With one 
aerial refueling, the V-22 has a stated 
range of 2,100 miles, though presumably 
this is with a light load. 

IN FLIGHT 

As of February 2015, the Air Force listed 
33 CV-22 Ospreys in service, though some 
sources list 38 in service. As of September 


2014, the USMC reportedly had 226 MV-22s 
in service. This is a little over half of the 
number of MV-22s that the Marine Corps 
had planned to purchase. 

In June 2013, it was announced that Bell 
Boeing had received a 5-year contract for 
another 99 Ospreys — 92 MV-22s and seven 
CV-22S. However, 2015 and 2016 fiscal year 
DOD Programs show procurement of 19 
MV-22S each year, so seven CV-22s may 
have been cut. For carrier onboard delivery 
of personnel and cargo to and from air- 
craft carriers, the U.S. Navy plans to pur- 
chase four Ospreys per year from 2018 to 
2020. 

EGO, 000 HOURS 

Due to safety and cost concerns, the Os- 
prey program has been somewhat contro- 
versial. However, V-22s have now amassed 
well over 200,000 flying hours and seem to 
have proven their value in supporting Ma- 
rine amphibious operations and Air Force 
special operations. FP 
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DEDICATED TO A FALLEN SEAL, 
AXELSON TACTICAL'S SPR 
IS A QUALITY RIFLE PACKED 
WITH CUSTOM FEATURES 


TEXT AND PHOTOS BV TERRILL HOFFMAN 


F or once i am sitting here 

AT A LOSS FOR WORDS. 

STANDING NEXT TO MY 
DESK IS A SPECIAL EDITION 
RIFLE CREATED AS A TRIBUTE TO A 


FALLEN WARRIOR. THIS RIFLE IS 
SUPPOSED TO BE MY INSPIRATION. 
WHEN I FIRST HEARD ABOUT IT, I 
WAS CERTAIN THIS WAS GOING TO 
BE AN EASY ASSIGNMENT. I KNEW 
THE WORDS WOULD JUST FLOW AS 
DETAILED THE LIFE OF A HERO AND 
DESCRIBED THE WEAPON CREATED 
IN HIS MEMORY. UNFORTUNATELY, 
IT HAS NOT BEEN THAT SIMPLE. 




A FALLEN SEAL 

The weapon is the AXE Tribute 
Rifle in honor of Petty Officer 2nd 
Class Matt "AXE" Axelson. Matt 
was one of the Navy SEALs lost 
during Operation Red Wings, 
which has been recounted in the 
movie "Lone Survivor." I normally 
don't watch a lot of movies, but 
every now and then a movie 
comes out that we owe it to our- 
selves to see. "Lone Survivor" is 
one of those movies. 

Few of us ever get a chance to 
recognize the sacrifice our military 
makes on our behalf. If you have 
seen it, you understand what I 
mean. If you have not, make it a 
point to view it at the earliest pos- 
sibility. 

The problem with the rifle, and 
with the story of Petty Officer Ax- 
elson, is that it echoes the sacrifice 
so many have made both before 
and after that fateful day, June 



■ The "AXE" Tribute Rifle may 
have been created as a memo- 
rial to Matt Axelson, but its 
quality and features would set 
it apart from a standard AR-15. 


28, 2005. 

While dedicated to one, the 
AXE Tribute Rifle can't help but to 
remind us of all the sons, brothers, 
husbands and fathers who now 
only survive in our memories. Just 
the vast numbers of those lost 



leaves me with the knowledge 
that my words are not enough to 
honor their memory. But for some 
reason I think Matt would smile at 


knowing his tribute also preserves 
the memory of his brothers in 
arms. A hero is an ordinary man 


doing extraordinary things. His 


deeds are not done for himself, 
but for the fellow warriors that 
stand at his side. 





■ Rapid follow-up shots are de- 
pendent on controlling recoil. 
The Battle Comp 1.0 not only 
cut the amount of recoil, but did 
so without excessive back blast 
coming toward the shooter. 



As indicated on the magazine well, SIONICS Weapon Sys- 
tems assembled and hand-fitted the Tribute Rifles. Each rifle 
has a special serial number that matches the serial number 
of Matt's personal challenge coin included in the package. 







■ The SPR has the advantage 
of the longer barrel over the 
standard M4 carbine, but in 
my testing it handled just as 
well as its shorter cousin. The 
non-standard .223 Wylde 
chamber allows the use of ei- 
ther .556 NATO or .223 Rem- 
ington cartridges. 


■ The special engravings 
can be found on the maga- 
zine well and on both sides 
of the dust cover. 


AXE Tribute RiQe 


THE AXE RIFLE 

Commissioned by Axelson 
Tactical and the Axelson family, 
the AR-15 SPR (Special Purpose 
Rifle) tribute rifles were a lim- 
ited run assembled and hand- 
fitted by SION ICS Weapon 
Systems. These rifles were not 
made to duplicate the weapon 
used by Matt Axelson, but to 
be an exceptional representa- 
tion of the breed. In a way, you 
can say the same thing about 
the Petty Officer. 

The upper receiver is a stan- 
dard M4-style flat top with the 
M4 feed cuts fashioned from a 
7075 T6 aluminum forging. 
Mirroring the design of the SPR 
concept, the receiver is fitted to 
a SIONICS Weapon Systems 
stainless 18-inch barrel cham- 
bered in .223 Wylde. 

The .223 Wylde hybrid 
chamber allows the use of both 
5.56 NATO and .223 Remington 
cartridges without the worry of 
excessive pressures that can be 
accredited to the differences in 
chamber dimension for the two 
cartridges. The barrel also fea- 
tures a Battle Comp 1.0 com- 
pensator by Battle Comp 
Enterprises. 

The rifle length DGI (direct 
gas impingement) operating 
system is fitted with a low pro- 
file Geissele Automatics gas 
block that is encased under the 
Geissele MKII SMR 15-inch free- 
floating rail system. This hand- 
guard extends the top rail and 
can be fitted with Magpul rail 
sections in the 3-, 6-, and 9- 
o'clock positions. 

The bolt carrier group is 
8620 tool steel with a NP3 coat- 
ing and a Carpenter 158 steel 
MILSPEC bolt. The charging 
handle is the Vltor/Bravo Com- 
pany Gunfighter MOD 4. 

The lower receiver is also a 
7075 T6 forging and is fitted 
with a Geissele Automatics 
SSA-E trigger system. Battle 
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■ The rear Magpul 
sight has dual aper- 
tures and is ad- 
justable for windage. 
Both the front and 
rear sights fold down 
to stay out of the way 
until they are needed. 


■ The front Magpul 
MBUS Pro front sight 
handles whatever 
elevation changes 
that need to be made. 


Arms Development supplies the ambidex- 
trous safety and both the front and rear 
take-down/pivot pins. The enhanced alu- 
minum trigger guard is from B5 Systems. 

A Bravo Company Gunfighter MOD 0 pis- 
tol grip is used on the Tribute Rifle to com- 
pliment the B5 Systems enhanced SOPMOD 
buttstock. A Vltor MILSPEC A5 lower re- 
ceiver extension holds the rifle action spring 
and Vltor A5 5.33 ounce buffer. 

The sights on the rifle are a set of Mag- 
pul MBUS Pro and each rifle is supplied with 
three HEXMAG 30-round magazines. 

You would be hard pressed to find a rifle 
with this many custom features. However, 
to truly create a tribute to Matt the rifle has 
special engravings and is finished in a three- 
color Cerakote camouflage pattern applied 
by PD Warehouse. 

Each of the rifles is shipped in a fitted 
Pelican case that also holds a wood presen- 
tation case, two Spartan 01 missing man 
patches and the magazines. The wood pres- 
entation case houses a special set of three 
memorial challenge coins. The rifle is spe- 


cial, but it is the entire presentation 
package that reminds you of its purpose: 
a tribute to Matt. 

AT THE RANGE 

Normally I'm rather eager to head to 
the range and try out any new rifle, but 
I will admit to a little hesitation because 
this weapon was in fact created as a me- 
morial. However, the more I thought 
about it, the more I convinced myself 
that Matt himself would like to try out 
this one. 

Because all of the shooting was going 
to be 100 yards or less, I selected a Le- 
opold 1.5-4 powered VX-R scope and an 
EOTech holographic sight as the optics 
for the range session. The ammunition 
was a mix of M193 Ball, Winchester 55 
grain FMJ and Federal 62 grain FMJ. 

Even during the time I spent sighting in 
the scope, I could tell this session was 
going to be enjoyable. 

The Geissele trigger had a slight take- 










■ Just about anyone can assemble an AR-15, 
but it takes skill to properly fit each part. Of 
^ ^ course, it helps that SIONICS and Axelson Tacti- 

cal chose to use the best parts on the market. 


"WHILE DEDICATED TO ONE, 
THE AXE TRIBUTE RIFLE CAN'T 
HELP BUT TO REMIND US OF 
ALL THE SONS, BROTHERS, 
HUSBANDS AND FATHERS 
WHO NOW ONLY SURVIVE 
IN OUR MEMORIES." 


up before breaking crisply at about 3 Vi to 4 
pounds. The Battle Comp 1.0 dampened 
what little recoil the 5.56 NATO produces, 
and the overall rifle balances very well. I 
had thought that the extra length of a SPR 
might be noticeable, but I went through 
the entire day without even thinking about 
it. All of the ammunition ran flawlessly 
without a single malfunction. 

I was not surprised by the fact that the 
Winchester 55 grain was faster than the 62 
grain Federal, but on average it was about 
180 fps faster than the Ml 93 Ball of the 
same weight. The Winchester ammunition 
was also the most accurate with the best 
group of the day being 1 1/8 inches for five 
shots. The Federal rounds were close behind 
at 1 3/8 inches. Whoever ends up with this 
particular rifle is going to have a very nice 
weapon. I think any scope with a little more 
magnification would have turned in groups 
of MOA or better. 

After doing my accuracy and chrono- 
graph testing, I changed over to an EOTech 
holographic sight and proceeded to go 


through several magazines shooting metal 
plates at distances ranging from 30 to 100 
yards. Of course, when I'm running these 
drills, I don't have on any of the standard 
equipment that is carried during battle, but 
the rifle was rather easy to maneuver and 
follow-up shots where quick and precise. By 
the time I finished, I was considering chang- 
ing one of my own rifles from 16 inches to 
18 inches for the additional velocity gain. 


The AXE Tribute rifle is very well made, 
and all of the separate components are top 
of the line. The finish complimented the 
quality of the overall rifle. 

Some will want this rifle as a showpiece 
and some will want it as a memorial, but 
anyone who gets one of these rifles needs 
to take it out and enjoy it. However, when- 
ever you put it back in its case, take a mo- 
ment to review the entire presentation and 
think of Matt Axelson. 

The AXE Tribute Rifle is a fitting way to 


honor Petty Officer Axelson and a portion of the 
profits from every rifle is donated to The Lone Sur- 
vivor Foundation, Navy SEAL Foundation and the 
Matthew Axelson Foundation. 

The vast majority of us never had the privilege 
of meeting Matt Axelson, but all of us can con- 
sider it an honor just knowing of him. The rifle 
made as a tribute to Matt is a true tribute to all 
who have sacrificed their lives in service of the 
United States Armed Forces. 


THE BOTTOM LINE 
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■ The AXE Tribute Rifle is more than 
just a rifle. It is a complete package 
paying homage to those we have lost. 


Axelson Tactical, LLC 


MODEL: AXE Tribute Rifle 
CALIBER: .223Wylde 
LENGTH: 39 inches 
(stock fully extended) 
WEIGHT: 8.2 lbs. 
(unloaded) 

BARREL: 18" SIONICS 
stainless SPR barrel 
RECEIVERS: 7075-T6 
Aluminum 
STOCK: B5 Systems 
Enhanced SOPMOD 


PISTOL GRIP: Bravo 
Company Gunfighter MOD 0 
SIGHTS: Magpul MBUS Pro 
MUZZLE TREATMENT: 
Battle Comp 1 .0 
HANDGUARD: Geissele 
Automatics MKIISMR 15" 
MAGAZINE: HEXMAG 
30-round 

MSRP: 

Call for availability 


PlSHFOHMAHCi: lUlTA 

LOAD VELOCITY ACCURACY 

Winchester 55 gr FMJ 2,967 fps 1.12 inches 

Ml 93 Ball 2,783 fps 2.25 inches 

Federal 62 gr FMJ 2,795 fps 1 .37 inches 

Notes: Bullet weight measured in grains, velocity is average of 10 shots in fps measured 
1 0 feet from muzzle, and accuracy in inches for the best five-shot group at 1 00 yards. 



There are so many choices of configurations for 
the AR-15 that it can be a battle just trying to find 
the one best suited for your needs. However, the 
Tribute Rifle should please any shooter. 


56 WORLD OF FIREPOWER 



■ For a full size 
battle rifle, the 
AR-15 can be 
considered as 
slim. The com- 
ponents used by 
SIONICS Weapon 
Systems only 
added to the ex- 
cellent ergonom- 
ics of this rifle. 




Find Them on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/matthewaxelsonfoundation 


"YOU WOULD 
BE HARD PRESSED 
TO FIND A RIFLE 
WITH THIS 
MANY CUSTOM 
FEATURES." 



■ You normally don't see the bolt car- 
rier group or the charging handle, but 
just because they are out of sight, they 
weren't out of mind. The NP3 coating 
on the bolt carrier group and the 
Vltor/Bravo Gunfighter charging han- 
dle are standard features on the "AXE." 




1 

Contact Info 


COMPANY 

Axelson Tactical, LLC 

■ The EOTech 

ADDRESS 

holographic 

sight worked 

P.O. Box 936 

well at short to 
medium ranges, 
and there is 

Minden, NV 89423 

plenty of rail 

PHONE 

space to mount 
your choice of 

(855) 746-7293 

optics. FP 

WEB 

www.AxelsonTactical.com 




DAN WESSON FIREARMS 


Bridging the 
from production 
custom since 1 



RZ-45 Heritage 
MSRP $12d8 



CGO 
IViSRP $1558 


With zero MIM, fully 
machined parts, hand-fit 
components and excep- 
tional quality standards, 
Dan Wesson 1911s are 
custom grade without 
the custom price 


www.d a n wessonfirea rms ,corn 


WORLD OF FIREPOWER 57 










8 UPPER 
RECEIVERS 

THAT WILL 
TAKE YOUR 
SKILLS TO 
THE NEXT 
LEVEL 


OU DON'T WANT TO BE JUST ANOTHER SHOOTER. YOUR 
GOAL IS TO BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE. ONE WAY TO REACH 
THAT IS TO GO WITH AN UPPER RECEIVER THAT WILL HELP 
YOU TAKE YOUR SKILLS TO ANOTHER LEVEL. SOMETHING 
LIGHTER, SOMETHING WITH A BETTER FEEL. IN THE FOL- 
LOWING GUIDE, WE PRESENT EIGHT OF THE BEST OPTIONS 
OUT THERE. AFTER ALL, IT'S ALL ABOUT PERFORMANCE. 


► BV A STAFF WRITER WITH SIMON CRUZ 










BRAVO COMPANY 


$678 


plus $69 


PRODUCT: BCM BFH 
WEB: www.BravoCompa- 
nyUSA.com 

Reviewer's Comments: 
Chambered in 5.56 NATO, 
the upper weighs 3.6 
pounds. The receiver came 
with flip-up front and rear 
iron sights. The free float 
handguard is well-vented 


and easy to grip. The hand- 
guard vent holes can also 
be used to attach sling 
mount or additional Pi- 
catinny rails. It's lightweight 
with a top Picatinny rail for 
accessories. The charging 
handle is also easy to oper- 
ate, and the company logo 
is laser engraved on the 
bolt carrier. 


QUICK specs] 

• Caliber: .223/5.56 NATO 

• Upper: T Marked 

• Barrel: 16 inches, mid-length 
standard barrel with gas ports 
and dimpled, manganese 
phosphate barrel finish 

• Twist: 1 :7 

• Muzzle Device: BCM Gunfighter 

• Front Sight: Mil-spec 
F-marked forged front sight 

• Rear Sight: Flip-up BUIS 

• Handguard: Key mod, free float 
handguard 





LEWIS MACHINING & TOOL COX 


PRODUCT: LM8MRP 
WEB: www.LMTDefense.com 

Reviewer's Comments: The 
upper receiver, which is 
chambered in 5.56 NATO, 
weighs 4.6 pounds, and it 
came with flip-up front and 
rear sights. 


The free float handguard is 
well vented, stippled for grip- 
ping and easy to grip. 

I like that the handguard 
and upper receiver were ma- 
chined from one piece, which 
made it pretty sharp in design. 
The charging handle is easy to 
operate. 



$ 2,405 


QUICK SPECS 

• Caliber: 5.56 


• Upper: Slick 
upper receiver 

• Barrel: 16-inch, 
chrome lined 

• Twist: 1 :7 

• Front Sight: 
Tactical 

• Rear Sight: 
Tactical 


adjustable 
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MIDWEST INDUSTRIESX 


PRODUCT: MISS12G2 16- 
Inch Mid Length 
Complete Upper 
WEB: WWW. Midwest 
lndustrieslnc.com 

Reviewer's Comments: 
This upper is very light, as 
it weighs 3.6 pounds. 

It came with flip-up 
front and rear sights. The 


free float handguard is 
well vented and easy to 
grip. Vents on the hand- 
guard are large to cool 
off the barrel. It came 
with a BCM Gunfighter 
charging handle, which 
made it easy to operate. 
The company logo is laser 
engraved on the bolt car- 
rier. 


$ 899.95 


ouna: specs J — 

• Caliber: 5.56 NATO 

• Upper: Ml billet with M4 
feed ramps 

• Barrel: FN 16-inch, mid- 
length, hammer forged, 
chrome-lined, medium- 


• Twist: 1 :7 

• Handguard: Available in 
black and flat dark earth 





PRECISION REFLEX, INC 




$ 1,790 


QUICK specs]- 

• Caliber: 5.56/.223 


PRODUCT: Tactical Operator 
WEB: www.PrecisionReflex.com 

Reviewer's Comments: Cham- 
bered in 5.56 NATO, the upper re- 
ceiver weighs 5.6 pounds. It came 
with factory brand flip-up front and 
rear iron sights, and the overall bar- 
rel length is 16 inches. 


The free-float handguard is thick 
but easy to grip. It features quad Pi- 
catinny rails at the end of the hand- 
guard that will accommodate 
accessories (lights, lasers, etc.). The 
charging handle came with a large 
latch for easy operation. The com- 
pany logo is laser engraved on the 
bolt carrier. 


• Upper: Forged T6, 7075 
hard-coat anodized 
aluminum 

• Barrel: 16 inches, 5.56 
Douglas 416 stainless steel 
with M4feed ramps 

• Twist: 1 :8 

• Front Sight: Rail mount sights 

• Rear Sight: Rail mount sights 
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ROCK RIVER ARMSX $1,100 


PRODUCT: LAR-1 5 CAR A4 
Fluted 

WEB www.RockRiverArms.com 

Reviewer's Comments: Cham- 
bered in 5.56, the upper receiver 
weighs 5.2 pounds, which is a lit- 
tle heavy. It came with a flip-up 
front iron sight and mounted 
rear iron sight. 


The free float quad rail 
handguard is a little difficult to 
grip. It came with a fluted bar- 
rel and RRA Operator Brake 
flash hider. 

It has three sling mounts and 
the overall barrel length is 16 
inches. Two of the sling mounts 
are attached to the left and 
right side of the front iron sight. 



• Caliber: 5.56/.223 


• Upper Receiver: Forgeo 

• Barrel: 16-inch, fluted chrome 
moly 

• Twist: 1 :9 

• Muzzle Device: RRA Operator 
Brake/1/2 x 28 thread 

• Front Sight: RRA Flip front sight 

• Rear Sight: RRA Dominator2 


• Handguard: RRA Quad-Rail free 
float, CAR length 




[-■ 

mm 

C3 


BAD ROCK TACTICAL 



PRODUCT: 7075T 
WEB: WWW. Bad Rock 
Tactical.com 

Reviewer's Comments: 
This upper is designed for 
3-gun competition. The 
upper receiver, chambered 
in 5.56 NATO, weighs 4.6 
pounds. It is anodized in 


grey, and the bolt assem- 
bly is nickel-plated. 

The free-float hand- 
guard is well vented and 
easy to grip. Picatinny rails 
are machined at the end 
of the handguard for ac- 
cessories (lights, lasers, 
etc). It came with a stain- 
less-steel barrel. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


#1 Item You Should Be 
Hoarding 


Bad news... 

There are some people out there who think 
folks like you and me are a bit “odd”. 

They think having a stockpile ready for a 
disaster is something they can put off for 
“someday” or “never”. 

But those people are just hiding their heads 
in the sand. They are dead wrong -- and you 

are dead right. 

You’ve seen the evidence and you know 
the situation is way too serious not to do 
something about it. When a crisis hits, you’ll 
be ready. You’ll make darn sure your family 
won’t go hungry. 

The fact is, if you don’t take action or if you 
stockpile the wrong foods, you could be set- 
ting your family up to starve. It sounds harsh, 
but the truth is too many people with good 
intentions are making critical mistakes with 
their food stockpiles. 

MISTAKES LIKE... 

■ Buying MREs (meals ready to eat) with 
a 5 year shelf life (depending on where 
you buy them, they could be nearly 
expired)... 

■ Getting gross survival foods that taste 
terrible and are so high in salt, MSG 
and preservatives you could clog your 
arteries and get yourself sick... 

■ Or simply buying the wrong foods and 
leaving a critical hole in your meal plan, 
which means your family can become 
malnourished... 

Well, I decided to stop worrying. Obviously, 
waiting for the government to give me a hand- 
out in a disaster just wasn’t an option for me. 
And I was completely turned off by the crazy 
prices of survival food sold by most stores. 

So I got in touch with my buddy Frank Bates 
and put my order in for his Food4Patriots 
survival food kits. 


This is Frank’s new line of survival food: 

■ Food4Patriots is an incredible value. 

This high quality survival food is without 
any fillers or poor-quality “franken-food” 
that the other guys use to pad their 
survival meals. They are made and 
packaged right here in the U.S.A. You 
won’t believe the prices on these kits - 
a fraction of the price that other brands 
charge. 

■ There’s no fancy packaging, it’s mili- 
tary-grade sturdy stuff and can stand 
up to the crazy things that happen in 
a crisis. This food has a shelf life of 
up to 25 years, so you have complete 
peace of mind for the long term. And 
he’s using the most compact kits so 
you can store them anywhere in your 
home without any extra hassle. They’re 
sturdy, waterproof and stack easily. And 
extremely covert too. 

■ You can make these meals in less than 
20 minutes; just add boiling water, sim- 
mer, and serve. I tried ‘em and I think 
they taste as good or better than any 
other survival food I’ve EVER had. 
And you get a whole slew of choices, 
including breakfast, lunch and dinner 
so you don’t get stuck eating the same 
thing day-in and day-out. 

■ Frank has come up with some impres- 
sive FREE bonuses that are ONLY 
available to folks who purchase one of 
his kits on a first-come, first-served ba- 
sis. For example, my 3-month kit came 
with 5,400+ heirloom survival seeds, 

4 hard copy books, an 11 -in-1 survival 
tool, and some other cool stuff. 




Protect your family in a crisis with 25-year 
shelf life survival food from getfood108.com 


I want to make sure you don’t miss out on 
this because this is the #1 item to hoard 
today. 

Here’s why... If you don’t take action to get 
your food stockpile right now, you’ll be in the 
same boat as the brainwashed masses who 
think “everything is fine.” And if a crisis hits 
and your family asks, “What are we going to 
eat?” your mouth will go dry and you’ll feel 
powerless. 

But what if you decide right now to secure 
your food stockpile instead? Just imagine 
how much better you’ll feel right away. 
And if a crisis hits and your family asks, 
“What are we going to eat?” you’ll calmly 
reassure them that they’re safe and they will 
have plenty to eat. 

Listen, I can’t predict the future. I don’t know 
exactly when or how a crisis will hit. But from 
everything I see, it could be soon and it could 
be a big one. That’s why I really want you to 
get the same peace of mind that I do. 

RS. Got a call from Frank and you’ll never 
believe who just tried to buy up his entire 
supply of food! You’ll be shocked! 


VlLOG-OHI HOW TO GETF00D108.COM iV 





ARES ARMOR 


$ 699.95 


PRODUCT: Harpe Upper 
WEB: www.AresArmor.com 

The upper receiver weighed in at 5.2 pounds, and it did not 
come with any sights. It does feature a nickel boron bolt carrier 
group, which claims to cause low friction during operation. The 
free float handguard is well vented and easy to grip. It also fea- 
tures a top Picatinny rail. The company logo laser is engraved on 
the bolt carrier. 


QUICK specs] 

• Caliber: 5.56mm x 45mm 

• Upper: 7075 aluminum. Mil-spec forg- 
ing 

• Barrel: Signature, black-nitride coated, 
carbine length gas system, chrome lined 

• Twist: 1 :7 

• Muzzle Device: MKII Effin-A features 8 
columns and 3 rows of exit ports that 
can be either opened or closed 

• Handguard: 12-inch free-float with 
attachable rails sections 







Wwm 
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GREY GHOST PRECISION \ $ 1,225 


PRODUCT: 14.5 Complete 5.56 GGP Upper 
WEB: www.GreyGhostGear.com 

Reviewer's Comments: The upper receiver weighs 4.6 pounds, and it did 
not come with any sights. The free-float handguard is easy to grip. 

The company logo is engraved on the bolt carrier. FP 


The Reviewer | NAME: Simon Cruz | WEBiwww.DoubleTapTraining.com 
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THE T-SHIRTS OF 
REAL AMERICAN HEROES 

Join the club and get a new T-shirt every month representing 
a different group of specialized units from the U.S. Military, 
local and federal law enforcement, and fire departments. 

ONLY$24 AMONTH 

HeroTshirtClub.com 



betteSbhootTI^g in minutes 

WITH THE AR TACTICAL TRIGGER UNIT 


Choose From 


•800-9554856 BUY NOW AT W LSONCOMBAT.COM 
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Model: Elizabeth Velasquez 
Photographer: Gus Alonzo 
Guns: Salient Arms Smith & Wesson M&P (right hand) 
Salient Arms Clock 17 (left hand) 

Sights: Warren Tactical fiber optic front sight and Black 
rear sights 


Get Social With 
Elizabeth Velasquez 

Instagram @Elizabeth_Velasquez 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/OfficialLizVelasquez 

Web: www.elizabethvelasquez.net 
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Willie 

Parent 







► BV DANNV "GATOR" PRITBOR, PHOTOS BV LLOVO WAINSCOTT 
FIREBASE COMBAT STUOIES GROUP 


YEARS 
AS RECON 
MARINE 
SHAPED 
PRESIDENT'S 
PHILOSOPHY 
ON RSR'S 
TARGETS 


ITH OUR NATION GOING ON 
14 YEARS OF COMBAT AND 
COUNTER TERRORISM 
OPERATIONS, THERE IS A 
TALENTED POOL OF TEACHERS JOINING 
THE CIVILIAN SECTOR. 

With many years of combat experience under 
their belts, these men and women are willing to 


pass down their knowledge to law abiding citi- 
zens and law enforcement professionals. They 
recognize the mission, acknowledging they are in 
the industry to teach those willing to fight to 
protect themselves and others. Along with train- 
ing, many bring a fresh new perspective to a 
long-standing industry with innovative solutions. 

One such person is Danny Domin of Renais- 


sance Steel Research, a Veteran-owned and oper- 
ated, steel target manufacturing company based 
out of Apex, North Carolina. 

Q: Share with us your background and what 
laid the foundation for who you are today. 

^ My military career began with my enlist- 
ment into the United States Marine Corp in 2005. 




"I COULD NOT 
FIND ANY STEEL 
TARGETS ON THE 
MARKET THAT 
WERE AFFORDABLE 
TO THE AVERAGE 
SHOOTER..." 
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My first deployment came one year later 
to Ramadi, Iraq as an infantry Marine. I 
found my training prior to deployment 
was lacking in many areas and left me 
feeling ill prepared for what I encoun- 
tered during my first tour. 

After that tour, I decided not to take 
any post-deployment leave and immedi- 
ately started training for INDOC, which I 
passed earning the title of Recon Marine. 
During that time, I first learned howto ef- 
fectively fire a rifle, and the importance of 
the fundamentals of marksmanship truly 
became clear to me. 

After my service, I was offered a job 
with the U.S. State Department, where I 
provided personal security for high-risk 
government personnel. This job afforded 
me the opportunity to work with a vast 
array of militaries and personnel, exposing 
me to many different styles of firearm 
training, both good and bad. All of these 
positions had one thing in common: they 
allowed me to spend quite a bit of time 
working with firearms, shaping my philos- 
ophy on marksmanship and training. 

These experiences laid the basis for my life 
in the firearms industry and fostered my 
love of marksmanship and the shooting 
community as a whole. 

The leadership traits that were instilled 
in me while on active duty were, delega- 
tion of tasks, organizational skills and 
learning to do more with less. 

Q: When it comes to firearms training, 
what principles do you subscribe to? 

A: The fundamentals of marksmanship 
are the foundation of how I train. The se- 
mantics of strategy and technique can al- 
ways be argued, but the one true 
constant is how well you are drilled in the 
basics. That is what I focus on. Dry fire in 
particular is one of my main focuses. A 
strict dry firing regiment is essential to en- 
hancing one's skills as a shooter, building 
the muscle memory of good technique so 
that it is fully ingrained. I learned the 
value of dry fire training during my time 
as a Recon Marine, and it has stuck with 
me ever since. 

Q: What has molded your training 
principles and methods? 

A: Another part of training is a strong 
and positive mentorship within the shoot- 
ing community. I have been blessed to 
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"... THEY ALLOWED ME TO 
SPEND QUITE A BIT OF TIME 
WORKING WITH FIREARMS, 
SHAPING MY PHILOSOPHY 
ON MARKSMANSHIP AND 
TRAINING." 


Check This Target Out 

The company's most popular 
target system is the Ready 
Ship Target (RST). 

This system includes a collapsi- 
ble, multi-purpose base with a 
rifle-rated 3/8-inch AR500 1 0- x 20- 
inch strike face. The only material 
the customer provides is a 2 x 4. 

If you want to increase the 
height of the target, holes are 


provided for the necessary stakes. 

"The goal with our product is 
anything that can fail can be easily 
replaced," says Domin. 

The lumber and bolts are avail- 
able at a your local hardware store. 
All of the RSR Steel products are 
modular. They cut the hole patterns 
to be interchangeable throughout 
the entire product line. 



RELIABLE. DURABLE. LIFETIME WARRANTY. 




1X9 twist 


158 bo t 


All Del-Ton factory-built rifles come with a iifetime 
warranty to the original owner, exceptional customer 
service and offer superior quaiity and reliabiiity. 


Del-Ton is a manufacturer of first-rate AR-15-styie 
modern sporting rifies and your online source for parts, 
upgrades, optics, and accessories. All rifles and kit 
components are made in the U.S.A. 

Ask your deaier about Del-Ton products. 


The Del-Ton Echo 31 6H features 

• Chrome Moly Vanadium barrel; 


Chrome-lined carrier and key 
Forged 7075 T6 aluminum 
upper and lower 
HPT/MPI tested Carpenter 






Where To 
Find Them 


This training technique 
is caiied the "Biii 
Roger's Driii." 

Begin with your arms 
crossed and 1 0 yards from 
target. Fire six rounds on the 
body, perform a speed re- 
load, engage the 6-inch 
plate. This drill encompasses 
all the technical skills re- 
quired in handgun usage. 

The shooter draws from 
concealment from a natural 
body position, fires six 
rounds on a target and 
speed re-loads under time 
constraint. Focus on target 
transition and then fire with 
accuracy on a smaller target. 


COMPANY 

RSR Steel 
Danny Domin 


ADDRESS 

PO Box 244 
Wilmington, NC 
28402 US 


WEB 

www.RSRSteel 

Targets.com 


Phillip Weathers, 
co-founder (right), 
and Joshua Weathers, 
fabricator (left). 




"V 


work with some truly gifted mentors such as 
Steve Reichert, my pistol coach Russ Miller, and 
Mike Pannone, of CCT 
Solutions. 

Each one of these men is a highly-skilled 
practitioner instilling in me a strong apprecia- 
tion for the development of the fundamentals. 
The practice of responsible and professional 
mentorship is what will keep the shooting 
community alive and strong, both now and 
into the future. 

Q: How did you come up with the concept 
for RSR Steel? 

A' It was through working for one of my es- 
teemed mentors, Steve Reichert, that the ini- 
tial inklings of RSR Steel first began to take 
shape. While I was working as Steve's assistant, 
I was introduced to Phil Weathers, the owner 
of a very successful and innovative metal fabri- 
cation shop. He is now my business partner. He 
approached me with the idea of entering into 


the steel target industry, and it was an oppor- 
tunity I simply could not pass up. 

The reason I was so compelled to get in- 
volved was I could not find any steel targets on 
the market that were affordable to the aver- 
age shooter, myself included, and still provided 
a quality product that would hold up under 
the stress of regular use. That gap of quality 
and affordability in the market was a gap 
which Phil and I were excited to fill. Together 
we set out on a mission to make targets of the 
highest quality to put in the hands of the 80 
million gun owners out there who want to 
train properly while not breaking the bank. 

Q: What are the primary models in your line 
up which are considered affordable and ready 
to ship? 

A: We decided to go with a format that was 
simple, functional, durable and affordable. The 
durability of our targets is derived from the 
quality of steel we use. All targets are laser cut 


from 3/8 inch AR500 steel into precise shapes 
that are fun and practical to shoot. Our targets 
are all rated for rifle use from our portable, 
lightweight Ready-Ship Target to our new 
Hostage Target add-on. This level of quality 
that cannot be found anywhere else on the 
market for the price we offer, setting us apart 
as the only provider of the every-man's range 
quality steel target. 

Our targets are currently in use at several 
ranges, adding credence to our claim we can 
put range quality steel in the hands of the av- 
erage shooter. 

Q: What sets RSR Steel apart from other 
companies providing similar products? 

A: At RSR Steel, our focus is customer serv- 
ice. We are strong believers in constant com- 
munication with our customers so they will be 
confident their investment in our product is 
held in the utmost importance. 

As we all know in the gun world, the lead 
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Poland - Romania - Ukraine - Albania - Bosnia Herzegovina 



times for products can be much 
longer than what today's average 
customer is used to, with compa- 
nies like Amazon delivering prod- 
ucts the day after you order them. 

With this in mind, we have been 
frustrated with the lack of corre- 
spondence whilst waiting for other 
products. We found that doing 
everything we can do to ship prod- 
ucts quickly and keep our cus- 
tomers in the loop makes 
everybody happy. Our desire to get 
our targets to our customers 
quickly has in no way diminished 
the quality of our product as is evi- 
dent by the fact that we have not 
received any complaints on any of 
our product's durability and func- 
tionality. 

Because we keep our costs 
down, we are able to pass the sav- 
ings on to our customers. Our size 
ensures quality control. Every piece 
of steel we sell is handled directly 


by our staff. We can confidently 
guarantee each target is crafted to 
the highest possible standard, 
which our customers expect and de- 
serve. 

Everything we do at RSR stems 
from our love of shooting and the 
shooting community. It is our hope 
that through our efforts, we will be 
able to improve the quality of a 
shooter's experience on the range 
or in their back yard so that the 
lifestyle we love and honor will 
carry on for generations to come. 
Hopefully, those generations will be 
shooting at RSR Steel. FP 

Danny "Gator" Pritbor is the 
founder of Firebase Combat Stud- 
ies Group located in Orlando, 
Florida. 


www.FirebaseCSG.com 
i nf o@f i rebasecsg .com 
Office: (434) 218-3473 


Ukraine - Albania - Bosnia Herzegovina - Bulgaria - Croatia - Egypt - Hungary - Iraq - Poland - Romania - Ukraine - 


New, From Gibbs Rifle... 

THE TOUGHEST AK47 MAGAZINE MADE. 

AK47 s were designed and built to survive war, weather and wear, and so should the magazine you put in your gun. Gibbs 
Rifle traveled to the rugged Balkans to find a factory to build the toughest AK magazines ever put onto the US. market. They 
work, they don’t break and if they do, just send the magazine to Gibbs and we will send you a new one. No paperwork, no 

forms, no B.S. That’s the Gibbs guarantee: 


. ALL-STEEL, NO FLEX CONSTRUCTION. 

30 & 20 ROUND VERSIONS, CALIBER 7.62X39. 
. UNLIMITED 5-YEAR WARRANTY. 

• ALL NEW CONSTRUCTION. 

. BOLT HOLD OPEN FOLLOWER. 


IF IT DOESN’T WORK, 
BREAKS OR WEARS OUT, 
WE WILL REPLACE IT. 
PERIOD. 


Gibbs Rifle Co., Ph (304) 274-0004 www.gibbsrifle.com 


Albania - Bosnia Herzegovina - Bulgaria - Croatia - Egypt - Hungary - Iraq - Poland - Romania - Ukraine - Albania - 


WORLD OF FIREPOWER 73 


Albania - Bosnia Herzegovina - Bulgaria - Croatia - Egypt - Iraq 










■ The .300 AAC Blackout 
Mini-14 Tactical is built 
upon the proven Mini-14 
design that first debuted 
in 1974. Its M-14 lineage 
is quite obvious when 
looking at its receiver 
profile. 


The Mini-14 
Tactical uses a 
fully adjustable 
ghost ring rear 
sight. 


I can see that old Mini in the new Tactical 
rifle, but there are also a lot of updates that 
our old gun didn't have, notably the caliber 
on this one, .300 AAC Blackout. The idea of 
the reliable proven Mini action with a .30 
caliber round was intriguing. 

MINI-14: then and now 

I've often found the buzz around piston- 
driven AR's interesting in that we've had a 
reliable piston-driven gun available on the 
market for nearly as long as the AR-1 5 has 
been available in the Mini-14. 

Now, back in the day Mini's weren't 
known for their accuracy, and I at least was 
never thrilled with their iron sights. They 
had a really big, fat front sight post and a 
relatively small aperture sight that wasn't 
conducive to fine accuracy. 

Depending on the model you had too, 
scope mounting was only available through 
the side mount on the gun. We're a long 
way from those 1970s and '80s era guns 
though. Back in 2003, Ruger redid the Mini- 


14 line and upgraded both the machinery 
they make the guns on and the guns them- 
selves. They kept the compact size and nim- 
ble handling characteristics and tightened 
up tolerances and did a number of updates 
to the iron sights and optics mounting 
points; plus, they added some weight to the 
barrels. Basically, they took the proven de- 
sign and made it better based upon years of 
customer feedback and engineering ad- 
vances. 

The .300 AAC Blackout Mini-14 Tactical is a 
compact package coming in at just a quarter 
inch over a yard long with its 16.1-inch cold 
hammer-forged barrel. The medium contour 
barrel has a 1:7 twist and is made from alloy 
steel and capped off by a 5/8-inch 24 
threaded barrel fitted with a Ruger flash sup- 
pressor. Both it and the alloy steel receiver 
and other metal components are finished in a 
matte black oxide finish. 

This Mini wears a tough, conventional pat- 
terned black glass-reinforced nylon stock that 
is fitted with a grooved rubber recoil pad and 
traditional front and rear sling swivels. 


As mentioned, the sights on the new 
Mini-14's are quite different than the rifles 
of last century. The new ones use an excel- 
lent rear peep sight and a front post pro- 
tected by a set of wings very reminiscent of 
an M-1 carbine or M-14. Weight is a very 
manageable 6.75 pounds sans optics. Speak- 
ing of optics, Ruger definitely goes the extra 
mile to make sure you can mount what you 
want and how you want it. That old side 
scope mount option I was familiar with is 
still there, but there are also integral scope 
mounts ala the Ruger Ranch Rifle and 
mounting points for a receiver mounted Pi- 
catinny rail. 

As if that isn't enough, Ruger ships the 
gun with both a set of Ruger scope rings and 
a Picatinny rail; all you need to do is add a 
scope or red dot of your choice. 

The Mini-14 Tactical ships with a user's 
manual, a yellow empty chamber flag, a 
sturdy Ruger padlock and two steel 20-round 
magazines that are clearly marked with a 
laser engraved "300 AAC Blackout" on the 
sides. 
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GETTING REACQUAINTED 

When I started looking at the 
.300 AAC Blackout Mini-14, I real- 
ized that while I've handled a few 
Mini's over the years I hadn't actu- 
ally shot one in probably 25 years 
or better so I took some time to get 
reacquainted with the gun. 

One of the beauties on the Mini 
is that they're relatively simple to 
operate. If you're familiar with an 
M-1 Garand or M-14, then you 
know how to work a Mini as well. 

On these new models the sights 
are similar, the safety is the same 
sliding blade in the front of the 
trigger guard and disassembly is 
similar. If you want a quick primer 
on the exact disassembly proce- 
dure, Ruger actually has a great 
video on their YouTube channel 
that will walk you through it in a 
couple of minutes. All in all it didn't 
take me long to come up to speed. 



www.steelwillknives.com 




■ The .300 AAC Blackout provides a .30-Caliber round that readily 
adapts to existing 5.56mm packages utilizing the same magazines 
and same bolt face. 


I've always liked the lines of the 
Mini-14 in that they hearken back to 
the M-1 's and M-14's that my dad was 
fond of. The new Tactical rifle some- 
how keeps those traditional lines but 
still remains current with its basic black 
polymer practicality, reduced 16-inch 
barrel and Ruger flash hider. I found 
that I liked the relatively short 13-inch 
length of pull on the Tactical model, as 
it made the rifle nimble and quick to 
shoulder. It also gave some allowance 
for using the rifle with body armor or a 
heavy field coat. The rifle pointed well 
too and overall length was right in line 
with a 16-inch civilian M-4 carbine vari- 
ant with the stock extended. Every- 
thing isn't quite right at your fingertips 
as with an AR platform, but the con- 
trols on a Mini are still easily manipu- 
lated. It's simply a matter of training 
with what you use and becoming fa- 
miliar with it. With my Mini-14 re- 
fresher course complete, it was time to 
hit the range. 


HI'^ING THE RANGE 

I rounded up a variety of ammuni- 
tion in both light and heavy bullet 
weights from Hornady, Barnes and 
Armscor and headed to the range with 
the Mini-14 Tactical along with my 
buddy Ian. For my bench testing, I 
mounted a 4-1 2x scope using the 
Ruger rings, and we sat down, did a 
rough sight in at 25 yards and then 
proceeded to our chronograph testing. 

I sighted in for the lighter weight 
bullets because those were what I had 
the most of, and because I didn't have 
a suppressor to fully test out the one 
subsonic load I had, a Hornady 208 
grain AMAX load. 

The Mini-14's gas system is designed 
to cycle with supersonic ammo unsup- 
pressed and subsonic ammo sup- 
pressed. What that meant for us was 
that we had normal functioning with 
all of our supersonic ammo, but with 
the subsonic 208 grain load we had to 
manually cycle the bolt between shots. 
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"SPEAKING OF OPTICS, ROGER DEFINITELY 
GOES THE EXTRA MILE TO MAKE SURE 
YOU CAN MOUNT WHAT YOU WANT AND 
HOW YOU WANT IT" 
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■ On this model, 
the iron sights are 
updated. 


Contact Info 


COMPANY 

Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc. 

ADDRESS 

41 1 Sunapee Street 
Newport, NH 03773 

PHONE 

(336) 949-5200 

WEB 

www.Ruger.com 




■ The magazine 
capacity is 20 + 1 




■ The Mini-14 
Tactical uses a 
blade front sight 
protected by a 
set of wings 
reminiscent 
of the military. 




"... I LIKED THE RELATIVELY SHORT 13-INCH LENGTH OF PULL ONTHE 
TACTICAL MODEL, AS IT MADE THE RIFLE NIMBLE AND QUICK TO SHOULDER." 


With a suppressor attached, these heavy 
loads would also cycle the gun, however. 

Velocities ranged from a low of 1,036 FPS 
for the heavy 208's all the way up to a zippy 
2,639 FPS for the ultra-light weight Barnes 90 
grain Open Tipped Flat Based (OTFB) bullets. 

Everything went pretty well on the close 
range so we shifted over to the 100-yard 
range to shoot some groups. This is where we 
started running into problems. Although 
we'd just sighted the rifle in, we were having 
trouble maintaining groups and we soon re- 
alized that the Ruger rings kept shooting 
loose. Even after tightening them a number 
of times they'd soon become loose again 
under recoil. At that point we packed it in for 


the day and headed home to think on the 
problem. 

A week or so later I got back out on the 
range with my other buddy Jim, but this time 
I used some of the blue Loctite that Ruger 
helpfully provided in the sealed bag contain- 
ing the Picatinny rail and screws and, lo and 
behold, I didn't have any more issues. So, les- 
son learned: even if you don't think you need 
Loctite, use Loctite! I'm also adding it to my 
range bag from now on, just in case. 

With everything good to go, Jim and I sat 
down and benchrested the Mini- 14 Tactical. 
What we found was that our particular test 
rifle had a preference for the lighter weight 
bullets in the 1 10- to 120-grain range. We 


also found that we'd tend to have four shots 
relatively tight and one that always opened 
the group up by an inch or better. Some 
study of this issue seemed to indicate that the 
first round, which was chambered manually 
from the magazine, was always the one that 
hit at a slightly different spot than the next 
four rounds that were fed and cycled by the 
semiautomatic operation of the rifle itself. 

On average, our groups varied in the 2.5- 
to 4-inch range. If we'd take the best four 
out of five shots, we could bring that down 
to 1 .5- to 2.5-inch groups. I have to admit 
though that we worked for those tighter 
groups. 

The Mini's trigger had a bit of take up be- 
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■ At 6 pounds 15 ounces, the 
trigger break was fairly crisp. 


fore breaking at a fairly crisp but slightly 
heavy 6 pound 15 ounces on my Lyman trig- 
ger scale. Not unheard of for a service rifle or 
field gun but not exactly a match trigger ei- 
ther. Shooting with iron sights, using the 
ammo that the gun preferred, I could shoot 
groups in the 3- to 4-inch range at 100 yards. 

While that isn't precisely match accuracy 
that's suitable for taking medium-sized game 


or defensive purpose at the 1 00- to 1 50-yard 
range, which the .300 is probably best suited 
for. 

I've always likened the supersonic .300's to 
a .30-30 and that's about the ranges and ac- 
curacy that I've come to expect of those 
growing up deer hunting in Western Pennsyl- 
vania. Except with the .300 AAC Blackout you 
get a similar level of power and accuracy in a 
cartridge that's readily adapted to autoload- 
ing rifles. Take the Mini off of the bench 
though and you rapidly forget that it isn't 
shooting quarter-sized groups. The .300 is 
soft and comfortable to shoot even though 
you're putting down .30 caliber bullets 
weighing at least twice as much as their 
5.56mm counterparts in a standard Mini-14. 

Aside from not cycling the subsonic loads 
without a suppressor, the Mini-14 Tactical was 
boringly reliable. All of the supersonic loads 
fed and ejected without a hitch. Ruger's steel 
20-round magazines were easy to load and 
didn't present and issues with a broad range 
of bullet weights and some minor variety in 
cartridge length. 


More dynamic shooting from the shoulder 
and kneeling position proved quite enjoyable 
with the Mini, and it was fast gun to fire with 
iron sights. The 4-1 2x scope I used for bench 
testing is overkill for the design, and I think it 
would be best suited for use with the excel- 
lent factory iron sights or with a non-magni- 
fied or low magnification red dot sight. Set 
up like this the .300 would make a great 
truck gun for camp or farm, especially in 
areas where you might have issues with coy- 
ote or feral pigs. It would also make a good 
patrol rifle particularly for urban areas where 
your ranges are likely well under 100 yards 
anyway. 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

If you've always liked the classic, reliable 
gas piston operation of the Mini-14 but 
wanted a little more punch than the 5.56mm, 
then the .300 has a lot to offer you. If you 
have a suppressor, or plan on getting one, 
then the utility of the .300 AAC Blackout 
Ruger makes even more sense. FP 


Miiii-14 Tactical 


CALIBER: .300 AAC Blackout 
ACTION: Gas piston, semi- 
automatic 

FINISH: Matte black oxide 
MAGAZINE CAPACITY: 20-h1 
STOCK: Black synthetic 
SIGHTS: Adjustable ghost ring 
rear, blade front 

BARREL: 16.1 inch cold hammer 
forged, 5/8-inch 24 threaded 
barrel with a 1 :7 twist 
WEIGHT: 6.75 pounds 
OVERALL LENGTH: 36.25 
inches 

MSRP for this latest addition to 
the Mini line is $1,019. 


ACCUPJICY Ti:STIH(i 

ACCURACY RESULTS 

LOAD 

ACCURACY 

AVERAGE VELOCITY 

Notes: All shots fired at 

1 00 yards from a sand- 
bag rest using a 4-1 2x 
magnified optic. Ambi- 

Barnes RangeAR 90gr OTFB 

2 7/8" 

2,639 fps 

ent temperature 65 De- 
grees. Group size is the 

Barnes VOR-TX 120grTAC-TX 

2" 

2,134 fps 

best of 5 shot groups 

Hornady Custom 208gr AMAX 

4" 

1,036 fps 

fired. Chronograph re- 

Hornady Custom 1 1 0gr V MAX 

2 1/8" 

2,476 fps 

sults were taken 1 0 feet 

Armscor USA147gr FMJ 

31/4" 

1,037 fps 

from the muzzle. 



■ The Mini-14 Tactical 
is a compact 36.25 
inches from buttpad to 
flash hider and weighs 
only 6.75 pounds. 
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ENGINEERED TD 


THE FN5" COMPACT 


AVAILABLE IN 9MM & .40 S&W 


COLD HAMMER-FORGED, STAINLESS STEEL 
BARREL ENSURES EXCEPTIONAL LIFE, ACCURACY 
AND DURABILITY 


SNAG-FREE CONTROLS 


INCLUDES THREE MAGAZINES WITH PURCHASE 


MADEINTHEU.S.A. 


FNHUSA.COM/FNS-SERIES 



DISTINCT ADVANTAGE^*^ 













^ BV DOUG JEFFREV 




RP ADVANCED MOBILE 
SYSTEMS DESIGNS 
jaEF-ROAD VEHICLES 
^ta^OR SPECIAL 
"^^^RCES, BUT 
SIDE-BY-SIDES 
^ AREi^ 

FOR THrPUBLlC 


T here are some benefits to being a 

BADASS. 

IF YOU'RE A MEMBER OF THE SPECIAL 
FORCES, VARIOUS U.S. FEDERAL AGENCIES 
OR LAW ENFORCEMENT, FOR EXAMPLE, 
YOU'VE GOT A FIRST-CLASS TICKET TO RIDE ONE OF 
RP ADVANCED MOBILE SYSTEMS' HOT TACTICAL 
VEHICLES AT WORK. 

Their side- by-sides feature specific accessories that 
evolved from Special Forces requirements, including the 
line of run flat tires: the SOF Series. This means that the 
tire can have 0 air pressure, and it will operate at 40 
mph for 50 miles with as much as a 900-pound load on 
each tire. 

Fortunately, being a badass is not a prerequisite to 
getting your hands on one of these vehicles. They are 
also available to the general public. So, maybe you're an 
extreme outdoorsman who loves the idea of being able 
to motor anywhere under any terrain or a prepper who 
knows that one day may finally come. Or, maybe you 
could just be a regular dude who digs side-by-sides. 

Regardless of whom you are, there are plenty of 
benefits to owning one of these tactical vehicles. 

Here's to benefits. 


Meet the Models 


1 

3 

5 

RP Strike-C 

RPC2 

RP Strike- M4 

2 

4 


RP Strike-C4 

RP Strike- M 
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■ The Strike^C (left) and 
■ the Strike-M4 (right). I' 


THE VEHICLE'S MILITARY KITS ARE DESIGNED TO ^SURE THAT THE U.S 
SPECIAL FORCES POSSESS THE SPEED AND AGILhY NECESSARY TO , 
SUCCESSFULLY ENGAGE AND OVERCOME TODAYS COMPLEX CHALLENGES 







■ The Strike M-4. 


Specs By the Numbers 

RP Strike-M & RP Strike-M4 


101 

Horsepower 

1,700 to 1,950 

In pounds, the dry weight 


84.3 

In inches, 
the wheelbase 
of the Strike-M 


1,500 

In pounds, the payload 
capacity of the Strike-M 
(The Strike-M4 is 2,000 
pounds) 

13 

In inches, the ground 
clearance of the 
Strike-M (The Strike-M4 
is 12.5 inches) 


10 

In gallons, the 
fuel capacity 


1,500 

In pounds, 
the towing 
capacity 


VlSHICLi: 

SPISCS 

RP Strike-M 

& RP Strike-M4 

• 976 cc,V-Twin, 
liquid-cooled en- 
gine with EFI 

• CVT, sub-transmis- 
sion with high, low, 
park, neutral & 
reverse 

• Selectable 
2WD/4WD shaft 
driven with Visco- 
Lok auto-locking 
front differential 

• High-Strength 2 in 
diameter steel cage, 
RO PS-approved 

• Anti-Theft System 
Digitally Encoded 
Security System 
(D.E.S.S.) 

• Dimensions Strike- 
Mi 120.8 (I)x64(w) 
x74.2"(h), 

120.8 (I)x60(w) 
x60" (h) with 
narrowing kit & 
retracted roll cage 
Strike-M4: 

153 (I)x64 (w)x 
78" (h), 153 (I)x60 
(w) X 60" (h) with 
narrowing kit & 
retracted roll cage 


Standard Configurations 

RP Strike-M & RP Strike-M4 

• RP fine texture coating 

• High-capacity, multi-modal tactical payload flatbed 

• Multi-modal tailgate system for multiple tactical payload track configurations 
with Strike-M4 optional MEDEVAC integration 

• Tactical assault push bumper with strut integrated payload track system and 
aerial transport tie-downs 

• Forward/Aft 2 in receiver 

• Upgraded suspension for high payload operations 

• RP SOF Series II, 12-PLY Run-Flat tires, black, 26x9x12 in 

• ITP Delta Steel wheels, black 

• RP Fatigue Mitigation Tactical Seat System (1000 Denier Cordura with MOLLE) 
•RP MOLLE Soft Top 

• M4 ONLY: includes rear seating with Best-In-Class legroom, seats fold forward 
for Stokes/NATO litter carriage in bed FP 



■ The RP 
Strike- M4 
in action. 


V 




1 
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"THE FBI SAYS ISIS/ISIL IS 
RECRUITING HEAVILY IN 
THE U.S., AND THE MOST 
FRIGHTENING PARTIS 
THEY ARE TARGETING 
OUR TEENS." 







^ARE TARGETING 
U.5. TEENS ■■■ HOW 
OFFICIALS ARE 

FIGHTING BACK 



^ BV JOHNNV IJOLF" SANDALIO 


"/f you know f/re en&myand know yourself, you need 
not fear the result of a hundred battles. If you know 
yourself but not the enemy, for every victory gained you 
will also suffer defeat If you know neither the enemy, 
nor yourself, you will succumb in every battle. " — Sun 
Tzu, The Art of War 

I T'S 0300 AND HEAVY CLOUD COVER HAS ALL 
BUT CHOKED OUT ANY ILLUMINATION THE 
MOON WOULD HAVE PROVIDED. 

WALEED WAS FIDGETY, AND Nl'MA 
GRABBED HIS SHOULDER AND QUIETLY RE- 
MINDED HIM THAT THEIR PLAN WAS SOLID AND TO 
RELAX. WALEED AND Nl'MA AREN'T THEIR REAL 
NAMES; THEY HAD TAKEN ON THE NAMES BASED 
ON THEIR ADMIRATION OF TWO TOP ISIS LEADERS. 
TONIGHT WOULD BE THEIR GRADUATION ... THEIR 
FIRST AMBUSH AND KIDNAPPING. 

A hastily set up room was waiting, ready with a video 
camera to film what they considered and hoped would 
gain their notoriety with ISIS's top leadership. 

Getting the weapons had been tricky. Using a series of 
ISIS sympathizers, they had secured one rough, but func- 
tional AK-47 and an M4 that was only semi-automatic. 
There had been some close calls, and they were almost 
certain someone was onto their plot. This paranoia had 
forced their hand, and they were putting their plan into 
action two weeks early. 

They had spent some time watching the enemy and 
had seen how a percentage of the time the enemy was 
lackadaisical in its duties. More study and preparation 
would have been good, but they felt the net might be 
closing in. The time was now. 
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"THERE ARE EVIL MEN 1 
IN THIS WORLD, AND THEY 
ARE CAPABLE OF EVIL 
DEEDS. THE MOMENT YOU 
FORGET THAT OR PRETEND 
IT IS NOT SO, YOU BECOME 
A SHEER THERE IS NO 
SAFETY IN DENIAL" 

-LT.COL GROSSMAN 


THE PLAN BEGINS 

From their location across the street they had good 
eyes on the building from where the enemy would 
come. A door had been popped on the side where they 
could see anyone going in. Meanwhile, their stolen car 
was in the building directly behind their location. 

They would shoot to wound the target if possible, as 
a live victim makes a better video, but they would do 
what they must. 

Waleed pointed down the road ... headlights! It was 
time. 

The vehicle slowly approached then suddenly turned 
off its headlights and stopped. 

"What is he doing?" Ni'ma whispered. 

The vehicle had stopped a good half a block away in 
a dark section of the street and was just sitting there. 
Their eyes strained to see movement, and their ears 
desperately listened for any sound that could be heard 
over the nervous pounding of their hearts. But no 
sound, no lights, nor any movement could be detected. 

Suddenly, a light flashed on, bright and reflecting, 
like a pulse, but it came from a corner now two build- 
ings closer to their location. They hadn't seen anyone 


get out. There it was again coming from the backside 
of the ambush site. What was happening? 

"This doesn't feel right." Ni'ma said. 

"Steady," Waleed whispered. "We must do this." 

A couple of minutes passed, but it felt like eternity 
to Ni'ma and Waleed. Then, unexpectedly, lights from 
their left. Another car! It too killed its headlights and 
stopped short of the target area. They heard a light 
click of a door being closed quietly, and they heard a 
woman's voice. Suddenly a dog emerged into view just 
barely backlit by a street light down the road. 

"A K-9!" Waleed gasped. 

This was not going according to their plan at all. 
They have no choice but to abort. 

They had seen in their earlier surveillance an officer 
pull up right in front of a business where they had 
tripped an alarm. He had opened his door, and the ve- 
hicle's dome light had lit up the interior like the sun. 
The man had gotten out and nonchalantly walked 
around the building. This was not the same response. 
Today would not be the day they would succeed. 

In fact Waleed and Ni'ma would never succeed. Two 
weeks later the FBI would catch them while trying to 
buy a fully automatic rifle. 


What To Look For 

With associates, friends or fam- 
ily, following are things you should 
watch for: signs of extremism such 
as sudden change in behavior, in- 
cluding insistence on religious ritu- 
als, withdrawing from contact with 
normal friends or non-Muslims, an 
adoption of traditional Arab dress 
or a more discreet item such as a 
pin or patch, a possession of Jihadi 
material or drawings in books and 
attempted travel to regions of con- 
flict mixed with vagueness on 
where they have been. 

Now all of these and even more 
don't lend a guilty charge for ter- 
rorism. However, a combination of 
these changes and others should 
put you in the awareness bubble, 
especially if your child comes home 
from school and says he has seen 
these changes in a classmate. No- 
tify the school and the authorities 
and let them do their jobs. 
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INTRODUCING THE 

LAR-300 X-SERIES BLACKOUT 

Combining the versatility and power of the .3CX] 
Blackout cartridge with RRA performance-tuned 
engineering, the LAR-300 X-5eries Blackout is 

built to excel. 



BCUJSlVt: 


fV^ 


lAR-300 BLAOtOtn QUiaSFECS; 


CALIBER, 300 AAC BLACKOLTT 
WEIGHT: 7*9 POUNDS LENGTH: 36S“ 



VISIT: 


WWW.ROCKRMRARMS.COM 


PERFORMANCE TUNED. 




IBS 



HUNT FOR TERRORISTS 

The FBI and local law enforcement, in conjunc- 
tion with other government agencies, have gone 
high order on hunting and capturing terrorists 
and terrorist sympathizers here in the United 
States. The FBI says ISIS/ISIL is recruiting heavily in 
the U.S., and the most frightening part is they are 
targeting our teens. 

The FBI reports they have seen in the U.S. chil- 
dren as young as 15 recruited by ISIS. Sadly, some 
have been supported and encouraged to do so by 
their parents. The struggle the authorities face is 
separating serious terrorist threats and sympathiz- 
ers from the misled pretenders all the while re- 
specting citizen's privacy rights. 

You may be asking yourself, how does an 
enemy around the world have such an effect here 
in the United States of America? 

First, social media has made it possible to reach 
around the globe without having to leave the 
comfort of your own chair. ISIS has invested much 
time and thought into its social media targeting, 
not only to teens, but also heavily targeting 
women, lying to them with empty promises of a 
luxurious life in Syria. 

It is estimated that ISIS propaganda produces 
as many as 90,000 posts on twitter a day. There 
are no restrictions on American travel to Europe, 
which makes it easy for Westerners enticed by ISIS 
to be directed to travel to Europe then into Syria 
and Turkey. Last October three teenage girls from 
Denver, ages 15, 16, and 17, were stopped in Ger- 
many en route to Syria. Also, in Denver a 19-year - 
old woman was sentenced to four years in prison 


after pleading guilty to one count of conspiracy 
to providing material support to a foreign terror- 
ist organization. 

The next question is why are people joining 
ISIS? The intelligence and social analysts point to 
two main reasons. 

They appeal to a sense of identity. According to 
FBI reports, ISIS preys on Western youth who are 
disillusioned and have no sense of purpose or be- 
longing. Much like criminal gangs who offer a 
sense of family and belonging, ISIS offers a chance 
to join a group that gives them purpose and 
meaning, however misguided it may be. 

Second, they are using an appeal to a sense of 
religious obligation. Using sophisticated Internet 
propaganda, the Jihadis are pushing a narrative 
of being oppressed . . . that it is your duty to join 
the fight. This in turn leads back to the sense of 
identity. 

Richard Barrett of the Soufan Group wrote the 
following in a report called "Foreign Fighters in 
Syria": 

"The general picture 
provided by foreign 
fighters of their lives in 
Syria suggests cama- 
raderie, good morale and 
purposeful activity, all 
mixed in with a sense of 
understated heroism, de- 
signed to attract their 
friends as well as boost 
their own self-esteem." 

In summary, if we have 
left a void anywhere in 


Contact 

WHO 

Firebase Combat 
Studies Group 


(434)218-3473 

WEB 

www.FireBaseCSG.com 


info@firebasecsg.com 


America in our people, our way of life, our be- 
liefs, ISIS is looking to fill it. 

To quote Aaron Tippen in his 1990 release of 
his hit song "You've got to stand for something or 
you'll fall for anything." 

The war, my friends is now, not on your TV 
screen and thousands of miles away; it is on our 
home front. 

What can you do? 

PLAN OF ACTION 

First, realize they are here. Denying the threat 
doesn't make it go away. Homeland Security, the 
FBI and participating agencies are currently track- 
ing homegrown terrorists in the U.S. It has also 
been confirmed that American citizens have 
fought with ISIS in Iraq and Syria and have come 
back to the United States. 

Situational awareness is our best defense, not 
just from our trained professionals, but also from 
every dad, mother and child in the good old USA. 
We need to stand up and fight for our own. The 
time for not wanting to get involved is over. 

This is not a call to witch hunting. If you are 
going to join the fight for America, then be smart 
about it. We are a country of many races and be- 
liefs. To see what you should look for, check the 
accompanying sidebar. 

For our professionals out there whose very job 
description is protector and guardian, our "Sheep- 
dogs," it is in you whom we trust and rely on. Law 
enforcement, fire fighters, EMS personnel ... it is 
you who are our best eyes — keep them open on 
even the most mundane and routine calls. Take 
notice of what is on the walls and tables in a 
house where you are responding to a fire, or a 
domestic or medical call. Take seriously what a 
child on a bicycle might be saying about some 
strange activity at a neighbor's house. In short, 
you are our eyes; you enter homes and cars every 
day and are granted a free show of what's lying 
around. 

Lastly, remember your training and seek out 
more of it. The enemy is studying and training in 
military tactics. They are working out, getting 
stronger and faster. They are experimenting with 
traps and homemade bombs and receiving 
weapons training. Know yourself and your weak- 
nesses; be honest with yourself and fix, not fear, 
the things you cannot do or are not strong at yet. 
Just like our story in the beginning, be a hard tar- 
get. 

There is no routine call; there is no room for 
complacency. The fight is here. Know thy enemy 
and thyself and do not fear the result of a hun- 
dred battles. FP 
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THERE'S CLASSICS & THERE’S CHRISTENSEN 
ARMS' ACCURATE & FAST VTAC-15 


STORV E3V DAUE RHODEN \ PHOTOS BV LUKAS LAMB WWW.LUKASLAMBXOM 
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"IF THEY HAD A BOLT GUN THAT 
SHOT THESE GROUPS, THEY'D 
BE DOING CHEETAH FLIPS. THIS 
ISA 5 V 2 POUND AR!" -SGT. 

MAJOR (RET) KYLE LAMB, EOUNDER AND 
PRESIDENT OE VIKING TACTICS ABOUT THE 
CHRISTENSEN ARMS VTAC-IS 


lC UT. PRINT. EVERYONE CAN GO HOME. 

OK, MAYBE NOT THAT FAST. 

LOOK, I'M A SELF-PROFESSED GEAR- 
WHORE, BUT WHEN YOU'VE BEEN IN THE 
INDUSTRY A WHILE IT CAN TAKE A LITTLE 
SOMETHING EXTRA TO GET PUMPED UP ABOUT 
, ANOTHER AR. JUST WALK YOUR NEXT FIREARMS 
TRADESHOW FLOOR TO HEAR A BARRAGE OF, 
"MY AR IS MORE RELIABLE AND SHOOTS 
f MORE ACCURATELY," STORIES OR, "CHECK 
OUT MY NEW DIPPITY-DO PAINT JOB," AND 
YOU, TOO, WILL BECOME CALLOUSED TO 
HYPE, AND SOMETIMES THAT CAN LEAD TO 
Ti OVERLOOKING SOME PRETTY IMPRESSIVE 
M 1 INNOVATION. 
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But when I found out Sgt. Major (Ret.) Kyle 
Lamb of Viking Tactics had teamed up with 
Christensen Arms to build a carbon fiber AR, my 
curiosity was definitely piqued. 

As was Lamb early on. 

"I've always known who Christensen Arms is," 
says Lamb. "They've always been the premier 
company with regard to making carbon fiber- 
wrapped barrels. I've always kind of envied their 
product because it's very high-end and a great 
performer. Plus, I'd shot some of their bolt guns 
before. I had a friend of mine who was like, 'You 
need to talk to these guys, they're good dudes! " 
So out of the blue I called up Jason Christensen 
and said, 'Hey, I'm Kyle Lamb, howya' doing?' 
And basically said if you ever want to do any- 
thing, let us know." 

Shortly after that brief introduction, Chris- 
tensen called him back and said, "Hey, man. We 
need to work together on something." 

THE JOURNEY 

Christensen Arms didn't start as a firearms 
company. They started as ACT-Aero, which 


makes airplane parts. Up until a few years ago, 
they also owned one of the largest companies 
making curved, carbon fiber prosthetic feet that 
were remarketed and sold by other companies. 

When they sold that company, they started 
Christensen Arms because they all liked to hunt. 
In recent years they decided to make rifles that 
were more soldier and law enforcement 
friendly. To start the new development partner- 
ship, they sent Lamb one of their AR's, the CA- 
15. When Kyle shot it, he thought, "Wow! This is 
the most accurate carbine I've ever shot." 

Other than that, he really didn't care for the 
gun. Then Christensen asked the one question 
Lamb wanted to hear: 

"How do we make it something you would 
use?" 

A lot of companies could easily let their pride 
get in the way of progress. So, did they listen? 

"Of all the guns that we've worked on with 
people, this is the most personalized gun, ever," 
says Lamb. "They took my ideas and made the 
parts and every single part on that gun has had 
my input and my, 'Go,' or 'No-go.'" 

With most companies this could cause quite a 


disruption in the workflow, or take years to 
bring to market, but their entire collabora- 
tive development process took just less than 
a year, and Lamb sings their praises. 

"They have unbelievable engineers there," 
he says. "Their guys are super bright, they're 
fast. Their turnaround time is just unbeliev- 
able." 

The other thing Lamb likes is that when he 
calls, he's speaking directly with the owner, 
Jason Christensen. 

"I call the boss, we talk and things hap- 
pen," he says. "I can't say enough good 
things about the company." 

In regard to design direction, reliability 
was key for Lamb. He wanted them to make 
a lightweight gun and in doing so, how light- 
weight could they make it and still maintain 
reliability? And then how lightweight could 
they make it and still maintain accuracy? 

"We had set our goal and wanted to be at 
5 1/2 pounds," says Lamb. "We didn't know if 
we could get to 5 16 pounds, but at least 
under 6 pounds. We are now at 5 pounds 
with a carbon-wrapped barrel and 5.3 
pounds on the steel barrel." 

And, according to Jason Christensen, "The 
gun delivers as a better than 1 MOA gun." 

But there were issues along the way. 

SMALL OBSTACLES 

The problems they ran into initially were 
reliability issues because the guns were not 
built to the standard for how Lamb uses his 
weapons as a professional firearms instruc- 
tor; instead, they were build for how a "nor- 
mal person" may treat his firearms. 

"I don't treat my weapons with a whole 
lot of love because they're tools to me," says 
Lamb. "It's a tool to hunt with, it's a tool to 
shoot a bad guy with, it's a tool to carry 
every day." 

How were they able to save on some of 
that weight? They chose a buttstock that is 
lighter than what they were using and they 
took off some of the ambidextrous features 
like the ambidextrous charging handle. With 
regard to the charging handle, he felt it was 
a feature he really only used maybe once or 
twice a day, basically for an initial load, and 
maybe if he's planning on doing some work 
on the gun, then to unload the firearm. Oth- 
erwise, he typically shoots his gun dry if he's 
training. 
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Christensen Arms takes testing to the 
next level. 

On new models like the VTAC-1 5, they fire 
100 rounds through them before sending 
them out to make sure they cycle. Even on 
weapons that have been in production for a 
while, at least 20 rounds will be sent through 
the rifles before going out the door. 


I 


OTHER FEATURES 

The Christensen Arms VTAC-1 5 rifle allows 
you to choose between either a 16-inch straight 
fluted 416 SS barrel with a black nitride finish 
or a 16-inch carbon fiber wrapped barrel. Both 
are match grade 5.56 NATO with a 1/8 twist. 
Their stainless barrels start with a bar of stain- 
less steel material, they bore it, and then they 
cut the rifling and contour the barrel. 

The carbon fiber barrels start the same way, 
except when they get to the point where the 
barrel is close to getting done, it's wrapped, not 
with a random process, but layer by layer, with 
every one of the carbon fibers oriented and 
given a specific direction, to give it the rigidity 
that they want to maintain accuracy. That, ac- 
cording to Lamb, is why their barrels are so con- 
sistent. 

"If you took 20 of their barrels and you shot 
20 of them, you're probably going to have 20 
results that are very similar," he says. "You can 
take this barrel, install it yourself and you're 
going to have the same results." 

When steel barrels heat up from firing, the 
barrels grow (or droop) and your groups will 
tend to loosen up, especially on super light- 
weight barrels. The question is, how loose is ac- 
ceptable to Lamb? 

"To me, if it opens up to 2 MOA when I 
shoot it very quickly, I can accept that," he says. 
"If it's going to open up to 5 MOA, I can't ac- 
cept that." 

On a carbon-wrapped barrel, as soon as heat 
is applied, it maintains its stiffness. It doesn't 
get stiffer; it just maintains the same stiffness 
because as heat is applied to the carbon fiber, it 
doesn't change the rigidity of those fibers. The 
only time carbon fiber is going to fail on a 
weapon system is if it exceeds a certain temper- 
ature threshold and then it's not the carbon 
fiber that fails, it's the epoxy that holds all of 
that together. 

The "secret sauce," then that separates 
Christensen Arms from other carbon rifle manu- 
facturers is multi-fold: the quality of their car- 
bon fiber (this is as varied and diverse as picking 
diamonds with an equally assorted price range), 
their proprietary layering and orientation of 
the carbon fiber, and the quality of the resin or 
glue that holds it all together. 

"If you were to take a basic load of 210 
rounds and shoot it as fast as you can, you 
won't reach that (epoxy) threshold," says Lamb. 
"Now if you continue shooting full-auto and 
you go to, say, 12 magazines on full-auto, I 


WORLD OF FIREPOWER 97 





■ A standard (versus 
ambidextrous) charging 
handle was chosen to 
save weight. 


■ The aerospace grade 
composite fiber float 
tube is lighter, stronger 
and exceeds the most 
durable aluminum tubes 
on the market. 
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think you might get to that point where the 
epoxy is going to start to break down. But 
under your normal shooting circumstances, 
you're just not going to get there." 

"Now with a machine gun, you could 
probably get to that point pretty quickly, and 
that's why thus far I haven't seen a carbon- 
wrapped machine gun. People have tried 
that, and they've had ruptures — not of the 
barrel but of the epoxy." 

Underneath all that carbon, you still have 
a steel barrel. In fact you could actually re- 
move all of the carbon and the barrel is still 
shootable. It's just not going to be very accu- 
rate because it's lost all of its rigidity without 
the carbon fiber. 

Lamb also specified and helped design a 
new modular, self-contained, 3 y 2 -pound 
straight trigger coupled with a 45-degree 
strong-side safety that both he and Chris- 
tensen thinks is just awesome. 

A fact in the gun world is that if you shoot 
a lot of rounds through steel barrels, they're 
going to get hot. The free-float tube for the 
VTAC-IS addresses what some people have 
seen as a problem in the past when using car- 
bon fiber in that the barrel and the free-float 
tube can get very warm. This is because car- 
bon fiber has an even higher thermal con- 
ductivity than aluminum and steel. In fact, 
there are some carbon fibers that are more 
efficient at transferring heat than copper 
wire. So when you shoot a carbon-wrapped 
barrel, it's going to get extremely hot that 
much faster. The benefit, though, of wrap- 
ping that steel barrel in the carbon fiber is 
that they will actually draw heat away from 
the inside of your barrel, causing it to cool 


even faster. 

"If you want the inside of your barrel to 
be smoking hot and not last as long, then I 
definitely wouldn't go with a carbon barrel," 
he says. "But if you want a barrel that lasts 
longer through normal use, you're going to 
get it with that carbon barrel simply because 
it stays cooler on the inside." 

Of note, when comparing apples to ap- 
ples, Christensen's carbon rifle barrels are 
normally 20% lighter than their nearest com- 
petitor's carbon-wrapped barrels. 

One of the issues they ran into was having 
gas blocks fit to their higher standards. 

"We never, ever want a gas block to come 
loose," he says. "The way a lot of gas blocks 
are used in the market, you use two set 
screws to hold them in place, or you use a 
cross-pin that pulls that gas block down 
against the top of the barrel." 

Both of those work, but Christensen Arms 
decided to take it to the next level and apply 
the gas block the same way you put a wheel 
on a train. 

"They're heating it up and cooling down 
the other part," says Lamb. "They put the 
two together, and when it cools down, it's 
where it's going to be and that's it. They also 
have a cross-pin and the two set screws, so 
there's three (total) methods that are ap- 
plied. There's no way this gas block can leak 
or come loose (on the \/TAC-15)." 

"It's an extra step, but it's so worth it for 
those folks who really heat their guns up, es- 
pecially when we put our hands out over the 
gas block when we're shooting. You don't 
notice it if there's gas leakage if you don't 
shoot that way, but for those of us that do. 


when you get done at the end of the day 
and your glove is black, that's from the leak- 
age. And most guns out there have excessive 
gas leak at the gas port, which is a no go, 
and they (Christensen Arms) have fixed that." 

The next thing they went to work on was 
the 15-inch carbon handguard. Out of the 
gate it had to be lighter, but it also had to be 
as durable as or more so than the most popu- 
lar free-float tubes on the market. The first 
versions they launched are M-Loks, Lamb's 
preferred attachment method due to its ro- 
bust design. 

"The problem with key-mods (free-float 
tubes) is if you look at the design, they're just 
not inherently strong just based upon the 
way it mounts onto the tube," he says. "So 
you have to have a more robust tube to 
make key-mod work with the same mate- 
rial." 

After determining which manufacturers 
offered the best handguards, they had a 
benchmark. Initially they could get their car- 
bon fiber tubes to fail, not in the M-Lok, but 
only in the key-mod. Once they found the 
failure points, they applied the technology 
they use in aircraft manufacturing and fixed 
their design. The result was an aerospace- 
grade composite fiber key-mod float tube 
that is lighter, stronger and exceeds the most 
durable aluminum tubes on the market. 

"The problem with the aluminum ones is 
that if you're able to apply pressure and you 
tweak that key-mod hole, then release the 
pressure, the key-mod hole was never going 
to go back to the same (shape) because 
you're bending aluminum," he says. "If you 
do that same thing with the carbon fiber, it 


"... WHEN YOU OPEN THE HOOD OE THIS THING, THIS ISN'T A MASERATI BODY WITH A HONDA CIVIC 
ENGINE THIS THING IS MADE TO GO EAST EVERY WYYT YOU LOOK AT IT SOME EOLKS ARE NOT EANS OE 
SHOOTING EAST, SO THEY PROBABLY WON'T LIKE THIS GUN BUT THOSE OE US THAT LIKE TO GO EAST— 
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will make some noise when you do this, 
it will crunch and crack, but when you let 
go of that vertical grip, it will go right 
back to its shape. Tear-away, bending, all 
of this, we've now exceeded what the 
top aluminum tubes on the market 
offer." 

After the initial rollout of the Chris- 
tensen Arms VTAC-15, first with the M- 
Lok, then followed by the key-mod, 
they'll then introduce a brand new color, 
burnt bronze that Lamb calls, "Unbeliev- 
ably sexy because that gold will match 
my teeth." 

Eventually you'll even be able to re- 
quest the color you'd like your rifle in — 
another huge advantage of working with 
a more nimble company. 

Lamb was able to reach out to Paul 
Buffoni of Bravo Company to include 
their buttstock, chosen simply because it 
was the lightest, strongest buttstock 
they could find. 


WELL RECEIVED 


Bandwidth-wise, Christensen Arms is 
very pleased with how the new VTAC-1 5 
has been received. 

They'll also be offering the trigger, 
free-float tubes and barrels for purchase 
separately as well as an adapter to allow 
their free-float tube to fit on your upper. 

When asked if they met or exceeded 
their expectations on the rifle. Lamb 
replied, "I think we've exceeded our ex- 
pectations. Me, personally, if this had 
been a 2 MOA gun, at that weight, that's 
success. We've got one barrel we've been 
shooting 

MOA in a 5'/2 |p|fQ 

pound gun. 

We far ex- 
ceeded my 
expecta- 
tions." FP 





A special thank you to John W.Gilbert of Gilbert's Welding & Machine Shop, Inc., Centerville, TN. 


OVERALL WEIGHT 

• 5.3 lbs. with steel-fluted barrel 

• 5.5 lbs. with carbon wrapped barrel 

LOWER 

• Machined billet 7075 T6 

• Flared magwell 

• Hard black Type III anodized 

• VTAC - self 
contained trigger 

• Magpul MOE 
pistol grip 


• Aerospace grade composite fiber 

• Full coverage 

keymod attachment system 

• Integral rails 

• Natural carbon finish 

• Lightweight 

STOCK 

• BCM Gunfighter stock 

MSRP $2,900 


PlSHFOHMAHCi: lULTA 

Test shots were done at 1 00 yards, prone position, using a Leupold 
Mark IV 4 V 2 x 1 4 x 50mm ER/T front focal with mil-dot gridded reticle 
with the rifle resting on the magazine. Three-shot groups at 1 00 yards. 


.719 &. 443 MOA 
1.533 MOA 
1.31 & . 734 MOA 
.866 MOA 


Six, three-shot test groups were fired at 1 00 yards, prone position, rifle resting on maga- 
zine. Average of .934 MOA. 


Nosier Custom BT HP - .223 

77 

Black Hills OTM - 5.56 

77 

HornadyV-MaxlMR-22.2 

60 

Federal Bonded SP - .223 

55 


UPPER 

• Machined billet 7075 T6 

• Integral Picatinny rail 


BARREL 

• 1 6-inch straight fluted 41 6 
SS barrel - black nitride 
finish OR 16-inch 

carbon fiber wrapped barrel 

• Match grade 
•5.56 NATO 1/8 twist 

• Mid-direct operating system 

• Flash hider 

HANDGUARD 
•15-inch free float 
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NIKON’S PROSTAFF 5 

16-48X60MM OUTFIT 

AND PROSTAFF 31 

LASER RANGEFINDER 
PERFORM LIKE CHAMPS 


^ BV TIM 5TETZER 

W HILE IT'S ALWAYS FUN TO TAKE A NEW 
GUN OUT TO THE RANGE AND SEE 
HOW SHE HANDLES AND HOW RELI- 
ABLE SHE IS, THE REAL TEST IS SEEING 
HOW WELL THE GUN SHOOTS. 

Even with a rifle or pistol, that isn't going to be a match 
piece. You still need to get things sighted in and need to 
see where you're hitting with your favorite load. You can 
either shoot your groups and call a cease fire and then trek 
down range to check your results, or you can use some sort 
of magnified optic to check them from the bench and save 
yourself some time and walking. 

While a lot of folks use binoculars for this task, if you're 
serious about it, and especially if you shoot a lot of groups 
at distance, then you really need to look into a quality 
spotting scope. 

And Nikon has the solution. 

PAST TO PRESENT 

While growing up, my dad did a lot of bench rest shoot- 
ing, and I can recall many a steamy summer plunked down 
behind a spotting scope on the range calling in hits for 
him. Over the years, as I went away to an urban college 
setting and then moved on to a career in and around the 
city, I drifted away from that style of shooting and focused 
mainly on pistol and shotgun use or relatively short-range 
defensive rifle training. 

In the past year or so though. I've been making time to 
get out to the rifle range and had started to realize my 
lack of a good spotting scope. When I was offered the 
chance to check out a new spotting scope package and 
range finder from Nikon, I jumped at it. 


YOUR 

SUCCESS 



Performance 

Notes 

PROSTAFF 5 

• Draws in light 

• Provides a dean, 
crisp image 
with much 
defined color 

• Broad field 
of view 

• Sturdy tripod 


MSRPs 

$549.95 

The 60mm PROSTAFF 5 


$229.95 

The Nikon PROSTAFF 3i Laser Rangefinder 

The PROSTAFF 5 Outfit 

The Components 

1 

60mm PROSTAFF 5 straight 
body model Fieldscope 

Q 

Protective neoprene cover 


a 

1 6-48x zoom eyepiece 


4 

Full-sized tripod 


!> 

Carry strap 


(i 

LensPen Pro Kit 


■ The Nikon 
PROSTAFF 5 
16-48x60mm 
Outfit is every- 
thing you 
need in one 
box to hit the 
range or field. 
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NIKON'S PROSTAFF 5 SPOTTING SCOPE 

When the package arrived from Nikon, I was 
surprised at the size of the box initially, but I 
soon saw why it was so big. Nikon didn't just 
send a spotting scope for my T&E; instead, they 
sent a full kit called the "Nikon PROSTAFF 5 16- 
48x60mm Outfit." (Check the sidebar for the 
contents of the Outfit). 

The beauty of the outfit though is that it's 
everything you need to have your spotting scope 
up and running and maintained in one easy 
package. 

The PROSTAFF 5 uses Nikon optical glass, 
which provides a crisp, clear image in a broad 
range of lighting conditions. Some of its features 
include enhanced eye relief for use with eye- 
glasses (which I need) and a sliding sunshade to 
eliminate glare, and to protect the lens from 
rain, snow or dust. 

The PROSTAFF 5 is sturdily built and is water- 
proof and fogproof with an 0-ring sealed, nitro- 
gen purged tube. 



PROSTAFF 3I RANGEFINDER 

Nikon also sent along a rangefinder for me to 
check out. 

Nikon's PROSTAFF 3i Laser Rangefinder is a 
potent but compact piece of technology. It's only 
4.4 x1 .4 x2.8 inches in size and weighs only 5.6 
ounces. It'll easily fit into the pocket of your field 
jacket or hunting pack, and you can pretty much 
forget about it until you need it. 

It also comes with a Nylon case should you 
just wish to wear it on your belt in the field. The 
3i uses a 6x optic, which allows for good light 
gathering for use in a wide spectrum of lighting 
conditions and the internal LCD display is equally 
viewable even in bright sunlight. 

It's powered by one CR2 Lithium battery and 
has an automatic power shutoff that kicks in 
after your reading has been displayed for eight 
seconds. Operation is via a simple one-button 
system. 

The 3i's displays ranges in 1 meter or yard in- 
crements out to 650 meters, which should be 


more than enough for most shooters. 
The 3i is rainproof, but not water- 
proof, which should be good for 
most folk's range and outdoors ad- 
ventures. 

The 3i uses Nikon's ID (incline/de- 
cline) Technology to accurately meas- 
ure distance and account for change 
in elevation between the shooter 



Contact Info 


and his target. If you hold the button 
down, you can get a continuous 
range reading while scanning terrain 
or tracking a moving target. 

It also uses a Tru-Target Technol- 
ogy that lets you select between 
what Nikon calls "first target priority 
mode and distant target priority 
mode." That gives to the distance to 
the closest target in first target prior- 
ity mode or the farthest target in dis- 
tant target priority, which could be handy if 
you're trying to pick out a particular animal out 
of a herd when hunting. 


AT THE SHOOTING BENCH 


I've had the opportunity to use the PROSTAFF 
5 quite a bit over the past three months in a vari- 
ety of lighting conditions, from rainy overcast 
days to bright and balmy summer afternoons, 
and using it in a variety of conditions makes you 
appreciate the features of this Fieldscope. 

The sunshade is very handy when the sun is 
right overhead and also when you're dealing 
with a light drizzle. The 60mm does a good job 
of drawing in light, and it provides a clean, crisp 
image with much defined color. 

At 16x it's got a pretty broad field of view, 
and it's easy to pick up your target whereas at 
48x you get a nice tight zoom to help you pick 
out small details at a distance. I had no problems 
picking out .22 caliber holes on my targets out at 
100 yards when I couldn't see them through the 
rifle scopes I was using. 

The tripod the Fieldscope ships with is sturdy 
and easy to adjust for terrain, elevation and 
angle. It features a built in level that is nice 
when you're using the scope on uneven ground. 
It also has a compass should you need to set up 
in a particular direction in the field. I didn't re- 
ally utilize the neoprene cover or carry strap for 
my range use, but they're handy accessories to 
have if you plan on using the scope on the field. 

The 3i Laser Rangefinder was fun to work 
with. I'd honestly never used a rangefinder prior 


■ If you need precise range calculations, the Nikon 3i 
Laser Rangefinder has got you covered. This compact, 
lightweight unit measures in 1-yard increments out to 
650 yards. 


to this and didn't know what to expect. What I 
found out was that it couldn't be easier to use. 
The ergonomic shape of the body makes it easy 
to hold and the simple one button operation is 
idiot proof. Point, press and you know how far 
away things are. 

It was handy to double check the target lines 
at my local gun club, and I spent a lot of time 
using it both on the range and off to hone my 
distance judging skills. It's enlightening to eye- 
ball a distant object and guess how far away it is 
and then be able to immediately check and see 
how close you are. Range estimation is a great 
skill to have for a shooter and its one that the 3i 
is helping me hone. 


PICK UP YOUR GAME 


If you're serious about 
your shooting, then a 
good spotting scope and 
a rangefinder have got a 
definite place in your 
toolbox, and Nikon 
makes it easy for you to 
quickly step up your 
game and either upgrade 
your old gear or jump 
into a new setup with 
their PROSTAFF 5 16- 
48x60mm Outfit and 
PROSTAFF 3i Laser 
Rangefinder. 

As noted, Nikon has 
the solution. FP 


COMPANY 

Nikon Inc. 


ADDRESS 

1300 Walt Whitman 
Road 

Melville, NY 11 747- 
3064, U.S.A. 


PHONE 

I-800-NIKONUS 

(1-800-645-6687) 


WEB 

www.NikonUSA.com 
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OF THE 
MATTER 

WHY WE CARRY 
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BV DAUID SIMERLV 


( REALIZE I MAY 
RUFFLE A FEW 
FEATHERS, BUT 
LET'S BE SERIOUS. 
WHEN IT COMES 
TO CARRYING A GUN, 

YOU ARE THINKING THE 
WRONG WAY IF THE GUN 
REPRESENTS A TALISMAN 
IN THE SAME MANNER 
SOMEONE MIGHT USE 
GARLIC TO WARD OFF 
VAMPIRES. YOU'RE ALSO 
OFF BASE IF YOU THINK OF 
THE GUN AS A RELIGIOUS 
SYMBOL WORN TO WARD 
OFF EVIL, IF YOU BELIEVE 
THE SIGHT OF A GUN 
CAUSES EVIL TO IMMEDI- 
ATELY CEASE OR IF YOU 
CARRY A GUN SIMPLY 
BECAUSE IT'S COOL. 

The way a self-defense 
firearm should be viewed is 
very similar to a seat belt, fire 
extinguisher or first aid kit. It 
is a tool that has a singular 
purpose. In the case of a 
firearm, that purpose is self- 
protection. 

There are a lot of people 
who are completely obsessed 
with all the logistics of 
firearms, but they completely 





ignore the importance of having the correct ide- 
ology behind carrying a gun. This is not limited 
to regular folks; plenty of people who carry a 
gun for a living make the same mistake. 

Let's delve into this. 

ARE YOU READY? 

I carry a gun both while I work and while I 
don't. 

I carried a gun every day before I became a 
police officer. Before I made the step to being a 
person who takes responsibility for his own 
safety, there were some unforgiving truths I 
needed to consider. 

When you choose to take responsibility for 
your own safety and not rely on the public safety 
net, the harsh reality is you may be in a situation 
in which you have to use deadly force to protect 
yourself and your loved ones. This is not a nice 
reality to face, because in order to get to such a 
place mentally, you must acknowledge true evil 
exists. There are a lot of people that will not and 
cannot come to that conclusion. They refuse to 
accept it. As a result, many of the people you 
will interact with as a gun carrier will ask you 
silly questions, or hit you with derisive remarks. 
This includes life-long gun owners. 

Over time I've gotten very comfortable with 
explaining my choice to carry a gun, the reasons 
behind it and the legalities behind it. Thankfully, 
the social stigma of carrying a gun is rapidly 
shrinking in many areas. 

CALIBER, GUN, HOLSTER 

As for caliber, type of gun and holster style. I'll 
simply give you my minimums with which I am 
comfortable. Use my opinion as a starting point. 
Research, practice and decide on your own what 
you are most comfortable with carrying for self- 
defense. 

For caliber, my recommendations are use a 
minimum of .355" diameter bullets (9mm, .380, 
.38 Special), in some flavor of modern bonded 
hollow point. 

For service calibers, I mentioned you should 
be carrying a modern, bonded hollow point. My 
choice off duty for years now has been the 9mm 
124gr +P Speer Gold Dot load. It has been 
proven repeatedly during testing. It has also 
been proven during real world uses in which 
people have been shot. This does not mean that 
other modern loadings are inferior, of course. 

I'd feel equally comfortable carrying bonded 



Golden Sabers, Ranger T 
series, or newer loads such 
as Critical Duty or Sig's new 
V Crown loads. 

As far as why 9mm, the 
caliber debate between 
9mm, .40 S&W and .45ACP 
is never ending. I choose to 
carry 9mm because of 
higher capacity in an 
equally-sized gun, equiva- 
lent terminal performance 
(when bullets hit targets), 
and low recoil for fast fol- 
low up shots. Don't get me wrong, I respect the 
other calibers and the ability to get the job 
done. I carry .45ACP 230gr Gold Dots on duty, 
and I've seen first hand the effect those have. 

The major gripe I have is the lower capacity and 
larger recoil that pistols chambered in .45ACP 
have. Now when it comes to .40S&W, I simply 
don't like it. Lower capacity than 9mm, harder 
recoil than .45ACP, and no real benefit over ei- 
ther. 

For guns, get the largest gun you are comfort- 
able carrying every day. Larger guns mean more 
ammunition capacity, better sight radius and 
lower recoil. 

As for a holster, find one (or more) that allows 
you to carry the gun relatively comfortably for 
hours. I say relatively comfortably, because no 
one is going to be as comfortable carrying a gun 
as they are sitting on their sofa wearing paja- 
mas. It is all a matter of compromise. 

My preference is for a good pancake holster. 

A pancake holster has two layers of material that 
are "pancaked" together and molded around 
the gun. They can be used inside or outside the 
waistband of your pants; overall they allow for a 
lot of different cant angles and mounting loca- 
tions. 

I've used both leather and Kydex, but the last 
few years my preferences have leaned toward 
Kydex. I've found using tactical plastic works bet- 
ter for a few different reasons. It does not 
stretch out over time. Compared to a leather 
holster, Kydex will not "wear out" after a few 
years. Kydex allows for a much better mold to 
the gun and much better "passive" retention. I 
have Kydex holsters in which the gun literally 
"clicks" into. They retain the gun perfectly, and 
they are adjustable with a simple retention 
screw. 

Another major factor with Kydex is the fact it 
is impermeable from water. It does not retain or 


absorb water; as a result, your gun will dry out 
faster if you get wet. Some people say Kydex is 
harder on the finish of a gun than leather. My 
experience shows both types of holster material 
will equally wear the high points of a gun, and 
leather will capture sand, grit and other particles 
more readily than Kydex. 

CONCEALED VS. OPEN 

Another item of discussion that needs to be 
covered is the never-ending debate between 
concealed and open carry. It is a topic of much 
debate amongst the gun carrying community, 
and in my opinion, either choice bears merit. 

Some people will say if you open carry, you're 
a target, and bad guys will shoot you down first. 
Others will say an open carrier is a stalwart ex- 
ample of responsible ownership provided the 
person acts in an educated manner and is not 
doing it simply for attention. 

What I'm doing on a given day will generally 
dictate whether I'm carrying openly or con- 
cealed. Depending on your state and city, you 
may only legally have the choice of one or the 
other. 

As a responsible citizen, make sure you know 
the laws of your jurisdiction. A good example of 
that are the no gun signs. In West Virgina, for 
example, the signs do not carry have the 
"weight of law," meaning if you carry a gun into 
an establishment with a sign, you cannot be 
charged for illegally carrying a weapon. How- 
ever, you can be asked to leave. If you do not, 
you can be charged with trespassing. I try to 
avoid doing business with establishments that do 
not want me present while armed. 

FUNCTION OF THE GUN 

The last point I want to cover is the function 
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of your chosen gun. 

If you're carrying a gun as a 
defensive weapon, take it out 
and shoot it at your local range. 
Ensure it functions properly with 


that do not work properly from 
the factory. 

While I understand everyone 
is on a budget these days, you 
need to get fully prepared. My 


'YOU'RE ALSO OFF BASE IF YOU . 
BELIEVE THE SIGHT OF A GUN 
CAUSES EVIL TO IMMEDIATELY 


your chosen self-defense ammu- 
nition. 

1 have talked to far too many 
people who have taken a gun 

opinion on the subject of func- 
tionality is as follows: 1 50 rounds 
of "ball" or practice ammunition 
out of fully loaded magazines. 


CEASE..." 


out of the box, loaded it and 
carried it without ever firing it. 1 

then about 50 rounds of carry 
ammo out of the same maga- 

Carry 

Recommendations 


Open vs. 

have seen on several occasions a 

zines. If the gun functions prop- 

CALIBERS 

■1 

Concealed 

new factory gun loaded with 

erly, load the tested magazines 

9mm 


Carry 

quality self-defense ammunition 

with your carry ammo and leave 

.380 

HEHEFITS! TO 

have a failure of some sort the 

them alone. 

.38 Special 

LAKGEK (iUVni 

Opinion 1: 

first or second round fired. This 

Not everyone does this, but I 


1 

is unacceptable for a defensive 

try to have different carry and 

GUNS 

The largest gun you are 

More ammunition capacity 

When you carry open, some 
say you're a target. 

weapon. This is why you test 

practice magazines. Once I have 

comfortable carrying 

Q 


your gun before you carry it. 

tested magazines with a gun 

Better sight radius 

Opinion 2: 

Guns are mechanical devices. 

and I know they work, I stop 

HOLSTER 

Others say you're an 

As such, even with a quality 

beating them up using them for 

One that allows you to carry the 

a 

example of responsible 

manufacturer there will be guns 

practice. 

gun relatively comfortably 

Lower recoil 

gun ownership. 
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CARRY IT LOADED 

Finally, carry it loaded. An empty chamber is an 
unloaded gun. This draw and load crap I see people 
doing is for the birds. Any modern pistol or revolver 
is fully safe to carry with a round in the chamber or 
under the hammer. 

TOOL FOR PROTECTION 

Because this topic is too important. I've taken a 
different discussion path from where I normally go 
with my articles. 

In review, remember to get a gun you are com- 
fortable with, get a holster or holsters, and if you're 
going to carry it, do so every day (as long as you 
legally can) without fail, and carry it fully loaded. 

Make it as habitual as putting your seat belt on 
when you get in your car. Train your brain to accept 
the fact evil exists, and one day you may come face 
to face with it. 

Your carry gun is not a talisman or a cool toy to 
show off. It is a tool used to protect yourself, your 
loved ones and society. FP 



■ If you carry, 
make sure the gun 
is loaded, because 
things happen 
fast. 


GEf YOUR OFFICIAl WORLD OF FIREPOWER T SHIIf fODAY! 



FiEPQWER 


BUY THEM ONLINE AT ENGAGEDMEDIAMAGS.COM OR CALL US AT 800-764-6278 

100% Pre-Shrunk Cotton * Black Shirt with Red and Grey Screen Print 
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BV JOHN N. RAGUSO 

LEUPOLD'S MK 4 ER/T 
&5-20X50MM SCOPE 
PROVIDES A BRIGHT, 
CLEAR SIGHT PICTURE 


I T'S BEEN 68 YEARS. 

THAT IS HOW LONG LEOPOLD HAS BEEN PRO- 
VIDING TOP-QUALITY, HIGH-POWER SCOPES THAT 
ENABLE HUNTERS, TACTICAL SHOOTERS, POLICE 
AND WARFIGHTERS TO MAKE THEIR MONEY SHOTS. 



Since 1947, the Oregon-based company has introduced 
many products along the way, including the Mk4 ER/T 
family of long-range precision optics in 2007. These are 
well-engineered and purpose-built tools that have been 
continuously tweaked and upgraded since then and cur- 
rently include eight models in a variety of reticle options 
for different applications. 

In the following story, we gave the Leopold Mk 4, 6.5- 
20x50mm ER/T Scope a close look. 



■ Since 1947, Leupold 
has been providing top- 
quality, high-power 
scopes. 


108 WORLD OF FIREPOWER 








P It is tough to beat 
the accuracy capability 
of a FFP scope, says 
the author, because 
the reticle magnifies in 
conjunction with the 
scope image. 



"... THIS BURLY 
OPTICIS LIGHT BUT 
STRONG AND 
WON'T WEIGH YOU 
DOWN WHEN IN 
THE FIELD OR ON A 
MISSION FAR FROM 
HOME BASE." 





FAMILY TREE 

Leupold manufactures more precision rifle scopes for the 
U.S. military and police agencies than just about anyone else. 
Some are priced less than the Mk 4 EF^, and others are priced 
considerably more. But in my opinion, none give you better 
value for your long-range dollars than this proven performer. 

The Leupold Mk 4 ElVT family of scopes is a natural evolu- 
tion from their popular LR/T optics. The primary difference 
being that the ER/Ts employ first (front) focal plane (FFP) 
glass, while the LR/Ts use second focal plane reticles. When 
you have a need to range targets at all magnification levels, 
you just can't beat the convenience and subsequent accuracy 
capability of a FFP scope, because the reticle magnifies in con- 
junction with the scope image. 


According to the Leupold techs that I spoke with, both the 
LR/T and ER/T scopes are built using similar high-quality opti- 
cal lenses, but they do use different erector systems. 

The current Mk 4 ER/T family of precision long-range rifle- 
scopes includes a total of eight basic models. For more infor- 
mation, see the accompanying sidebar. 

UNDER THE HOOD 

The Mk 4 ER/T scope that I field-tested for this review was 
the model 110076. It has a matte finish and is equipped with 
a unique tactical milling reticle (TMR). According to Leupold, 
the TMR expands on the existing MilDot reticle pattern by 
using various sized and spaced marks on the vertical and hori- 
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■ The blackened 
lens edges reduced 
glare and provided a 
crisp and clear sight 
picture when 
operating on sunny 
days, the author 
, noted. , 


zontal stadia lines for increased rang- 
ing precision, accuracy and quick met- 
ric target ranging/estimating reference 
points. 

All MilDot calculations are compati- 
ble with the TMR reticle ... it just af- 
fords the shooter (you) a few more 
options; plus, the lines take up less 
physical space in the scope's picture 
compared to the MilDot markings, 
which makes really long distance shots 
more precise. 

To use the TMR pattern reticle sys- 
tem, simply determine the range to the 
target using the milliradian calcula- 


tions; then, use the corresponding aim- 
ing point that is matched to your car- 
tridge choice to engage the target. 

With a 30mm tube diameter on 
seven of the eight ER/T scopes (the Mk 
4 M5A2 uses a thicker 34mm tube for a 
wider 120 MOA windage adjustment), 
an overall length of 14.5 inches and a 
weight of approximately 22 ounces, 
this burly optic is light but strong and 
won't weigh you down when in the 
field or on a mission far from home 
I base. MSRPs range from $1,999.99 to 
' $2,999.99, depending on your pre- 
. ferred model. 


EVEN MORE TO LIKE 

I may not have sampled every high- 
end riflescope in creation, but I have 
done hands-on testing on a fair bunch. 
This Leupy's Mk 4 ER/T M5 is right at 
the top of the list of optics that I have 
taken into the field or to the range, 
and their proprietary XT (Xtended Twi- 
light) Lens System is a big reason that 
this glass is at the top of its game. 

A Leopold tech explained it best, 
"The Xtended Twilight Lens System 
goes a step further than our Index 
Matched Lens System, which employs 


KEY 


1 , 999.99 

In dollars, the starting point 
for the Mk4 ER/T family of 
optics 


2 , 999.99 

In dollars, the upper range 
on the price 


index-matched glass with wavelength- 
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"... THE XT LENS 
SYSTEMS YIELDS ONE 
OF THE CLEAREST, 
BRIGHTEST SIGHT 
PICTURES FOR 
EXCEPTIONAL TARGET 
DISCRIMINATION 
AT ALL POWERS, 
ESPECIALLY IN 
LOW-LIGHT 
SCENARIOS." 




THi; (spj;at » 

Following are the eight 
basic models with their 
variations and unique 
characteristics: 

Ml - (1/4 MOA windage and 
elevation adjustments) available 
with MilDotJMRandTS-60X2 
reticles 

-4.5-1 4x50mm 
-6.5-20x50mm 
-8.5-25x50mm 

M3- (1/2 MOA windage and 1 
MOA elevation 
adjustments) TMR reticle 

-4.5-1 4x50mm 

M5- (1/10 milliradian windage 
and elevation adjustments) 
available with MilDot,TMR, 
Horus, H-27, H-37 and H-58 
reticles, depending on model 
-4.5-1 4x50mm 
-6.5-20x50mm 
-8.5-25x50mm 

M5A2- (34mm tube for 1 20 MOA 
elevation and 50 MOA of 
windage adjustments) 

-6.5-20x50mm 




specific lens coatings that are designed to opti- 
mize the transmission of low-light wavelengths. 
When some manufacturers quote the percent- 
age of light transmission for their optics, it's typ- 
ically at 550nm, the green wavelength where 
the human eye is most sensitive." 

"The real challenge is that in low light and 
twilight conditions, green light disappears, and 
blue/violet light takes over. Your eye is already 
handicapped when viewing the blue/violet light 
spectrum. If your scope is eliminating it further, 
your low-light vision will be further impaired. 
The Xtended Twilight Lens System places extra 
emphasis on matching coatings to the glass in- 
dices to achieve the best possible transmission of 
the blue/violet spectrum that dominates low 
light situations, without sacrificing the color bal- 
anced light transmission across the visual spec- 
trum of the Index Matched Lens System. 

"Combined with a computer-generated opti- 
cal design and high-quality lead-free lenses, ER/T 
scopes provide details of low-light scenes with 
greater definition and luminance compared to 
many competitive scopes." 

The bottom line is that the XT Lens Systems 
yields one of the clearest, brightest sight pic- 
tures for exceptional target discrimination at all 
powers, especially in low-light scenarios. 

The exterior lens surfaces on all ER/T family 
member scopes are treated with DiamondCoat 
2, which is an ion-assisted lens coating that not 
only provides an excellent level of abrasion re- 
sistance, but it also enhances light transmission 
to the shooter's eye, improving brightness, clar- 
ity and contrast. 

Leopold was the first scope manufacturer to 


use nitrogen to purge the scope's internal oxy- 
gen to solve the problem of fogging way back in 
1947. They have taken that process a step fur- 
ther with their next-gen Argon/Krypton water- 
proofing process. This unique blend of gas 
eliminates the effects of thermal shock. Because 
the argon/krypton molecules are larger than the 
typical nitrogen molecules used in other scopes, 
this reduces the diffusion of gasses sealed in the 
scope's internals, creating a reliable optic that 
can be used in the field in a variety of unpleas- 
ant conditions. 

The blackened lens edges on my M5 did a 
good job of reducing glare to provide me with a 
crisp and clear sight picture when operating on 
bright, sunny days. The generous eye box en- 
abled quick target acquisition, and the preferred 
eye relief varied from approximately 3.5 to 4.5 
inches, depending on the magnification level. 
This is ideal for longer-range shots when using 
heavy magnum caliber rounds, because there's 
less of a chance for the scope to spring back and 
jolt you in the forehead after squeezing the trig- 
ger. 

A lockable, fast-focus eyepiece makes reticle 
focus using the Leupy's rotary diopter simple to 
achieve and maintain, while keeping the sight 
picture crisp and clear. The Mk 4 M5 features 
positive 1/10 milliradian click windage and ele- 
vation adjustments for fast and easy mil-based 
correction in the field. 

REAL WORLD EXPERIENCE 

My plan was to mount the Leupold Mk 4/M5 
onto my fave Remington 700 SPS Tactical rifle 
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chambered for .308 Win ammo, but a last- 
minute technical glitch with the bolt forced 
me to go to my alternate Plan B fallback po- 
sition, pairing it instead on a similar Rem 700 
SPS precision rifle, but in .223 flavor. 

This 20-inch HBar 1 :9 twist tube produces 
its tightest groups, sending Federal Gold 
Match 69-gr Sierra Match King and 75-gr 
Hornady match ammo downrange. Once I 
had it dialed in, it did not disappoint. 

With most Long Island public ranges max- 
ing out somewhere between 200 to 250 
yards, I was able to sneak away to a buddy's 
upstate N.Y. retreat where I could expand 
the distance out to 400 yards. This pairing 
of optic to platform was absolutely spot-on, 
nailing a variety of paper and steel targets 
from 50 to 400 yards downrange with con- 
sistent accuracy. 

Repeatable precision and a quiet sight pic- 
ture were provided courtesy of the Rem 700's 
burly profile. This was enhanced even more 
with an aftermarket Choate Machine & Tool 
free-floated short action tactical stock ($270 
at www.riflestock.com) that added an addi- 


tional 3 pounds 12 ounces of heft to the 
package, making for extremely light recoil 
and a super-stable shooting platform. The 
30mm tube diameter gives the 20x power 
Mk4/M5 70 MOA adjustment capability for 
both windage and elevation. In contrast, the 
lower 14x power increases this adjustment 
range to 100 MOA for windage and eleva- 
tion. 

A WINNER 

Backed by Leopold's legendary quality, 
rugged construction and lifetime warranty, 
this Leupy is a winner and something all 
tangos should fear. FP 


For More Information 

LEUPOLD 

www.Leupold.com 

Choate Machine & Tool 

www.RifleStock.com 




SHOOT 

MORE 


The UMAREX FUEL is a. 22 caliber 
powerhouse fueled by the ReAxis nitrogen 
gas piston. It slings readily available 
pellets down range at a blazing 1000 fps. 
Its muzzle noise is reduced by the Umarex 
SilencAir noise dampening system. 
Equipped with a built-in bipod, Lockdown 
Mount, and 3-9x32 scope, the FUEL is 
ready for steady target acquisition. 

See it in action here: 
www.UmarexUSA.com/Firepower 

©2015 Umarex USA 

(U^ 

UMSREX 

A I R 6 LI N 5 
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Wmm 


PLAY THE 

PERCENTAGES 

► BV A STAFF NRITER 


BOLSTER YOUR SELF- 
DEFENSE, REDUCE RECOIL 
AND OTHER WAYS TO 
ENHANCE YOUR GAME 


I N PROFESSIONAL SPORTS, YOU HEAR THE TERM 
"ANALYTICS" A LOT THESE DAYS. 

ATHLETES AND TEAMS STUDY THE DATA, AND 
MAKE ADJUSTMENTS THAT HOPEFULLY WILL 
PRODUCE MORE WINS. 

IN THIS INSTALLMENT OF EQUIPPED, WE THOUGHT 
WE'D SEND A FEW NUMBERS AND STATS YOUR WAY. 
ANALYZE THESE. 



KAPJIH1»T.(;0H 

Product: Fox G10 Black Folding, 
Fox 479-TKG10 Trainer. 
Website: www.Karambit.com 
MSRP: $244.99 


The best of both worlds. 

That's what you get with this package deal ... the Fox 
G10 Black Folding Karambit and the Fox 479-TK G10 
Karambit Trainer. 

The Fox G10 Black Folding Karambit features one of 
the highest quality and strongest steels: NC690Co stain- 
less steel. This provides a fine and consistent edge, en- 
hanced edge retention and sharpening receptivity, and 
corrosion resistance for those far off and exreme loca- 
tions. This Fox Karambit features a retention ring that 
can be used for blunt force impact as well as a more sure 
and secure grip. 

The Fox 479-TK G10 Karambit Trainer is a dull version 
of its more lethal twin brother, the Fox 479 G10 Karam- 
bit. It also features the Emerson Wave and drilled holes, 
which give it the same weight, balance, and function as 
the live blade version. 


ADDITIONAL FEATURES 

Quick Specs 

• Blade Style: Talon 

• Blade Length: 3 inches 

• Steel Type: N690 Co Stainless Steel 

• Weight: 4.6 ounces 
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KLilCKIlAWK! 

Product: Serpa Holsters 
Website: www.Black- 
Hawk.com 
MSRP: NA 

To meet the "growing demand 
for carry options" for slim-framed, 
personal protection pistols and ad- 
ditional full-size duty pistols, 
BLACKHAWK! introduced four new 
Serpa holsters, including one for the 
new Glock 43. 

"Shooters have eagerly awaited 
the release of the Glock 43," said 
Chuck Buis, product director for 
BLACKHAWK! "We worked dili- 
gently to meet our customers' de- 
mands for a secure retention holster 
to fit this anticipated new pistol, as 
we do for all of the most popular 
pistol introductions." 

The SERPA auto-lock release rein- 
forces a full master grip that allows 
you to draw the weapon normally 
with the index finder sliding from 



the holster body to the weapon 
frame in one single movement. 
Upon re-holstering the firearm, 
the auto lock immediately en- 
gages the trigger guard with an 
audible click that won't let go 
until released. 

In addition to the Glock 43 
model, a SERPA model is now 
available for the FNH FNS 9/40, 
Sig Sauer P250/P320, full-size and 
compact pistols chambered in 
9mm/.40 S&W/.45 ACP/.357 Mag- 
num. The other new SERPA hol- 
ster will accommodate the CZ 
75/75B/75 SP-01 Shadow/85B in 
9mm/.40 S&W and the EAA Wit- 
ness TA 95 chambered in .45 ACP. 

Consider the job done. 


ADDITIONAL FEATURES 

• They feature two levels of retention 

• A passive retention detent adjustment screw 

• Patented SERPA auto-lock release 

• "Unmatched speed and reliability" 




S SUHEFIHi: 

Product: 2211XWristlight 
Website: www.SureFire.com 
MSRP: $169.99 

Call them the first family of lights. 

SureFire recently introduced the 221 IX Wrist- 
Light, the "robust," polymer-bodied 221 IX, a 
wrist-worn light, is the lightest weight, most af- 
fordable member of their WristLight family. 

The light, constructed of polymer that resists 
impact and is non-conductive, features a propri- 
etary reflector that shapes the light from its "vir- 
tually indestructible" LED into a wide, smooth 
MaxVision Beam. You can light your tasks with 
300, 60 or 15 lumens. 

If you're in law enforcement, pair it with a 
handgun to identify targets. Plus, the LED and 
optic have been angled so they automatically 
align with your target. And don't worry about 
losing the light. It has an adjustable rugged 
nylon wristband that keeps the light securely 
and comfortably strapped to your wrist. 


ADDITIONAL 

FEATURES 

• Powered by one 
disposable 123A 
lithium battery 

• Provides 1 3 hours 
of illumination 

• Impact resistant 

• Non-conductive 


300 

The number of 
lumens on high 
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ALAMO Finm OTAH 

Product: Cowl Induction Break 
Website: www.AlamoFourStar.com 
MSRP: $169.99 



AMM(nJl»1K>A 

Product: COMPACT 

Website: www.AmmoUpUSA.conn 

MSRP: $99 




Cut anything in half, and that's a substantial reduction, especially 
when you're talking recoil. 

Alamo Four Star's Cowl Induction Break's (CIB) CNC cross-milled port 
design reduces recoil by over 50%, while minimizing the sound directed 
back at the shooter, says the Lubbock, Texas-based company. 

How did founder Mark Duros come up with the idea? He realized a 
need when he was shooting .338 Lapua and experiencing substantial re- 
coil with a standard factory break. The reduction was made possible by 
redesigning the internal and external geometry of the traditional break 
to increase the efficiency of this flow of gasses. 

"I realized after shooting my .338 Lapua for a while that there had to 
be a better solution than receiving an ass whipping with the factory 
muzzle brake," he said. "With 18,000 pounds of pressure being released 
from that muzzle, that's a lot of energy available to be exploited. The 
CIB uses that energy to the shooters advantage creating a more enjoy- 
able shooting experience and faster follow-up shots." 

The CIB was developed as better way to mitigate the recoil of large 
caliber rifles. 


ADDITIONAL 

FEATURES 

•The CIB is available in 
223/5.56, 6mm, 
6.5mm, .30 cal, and 
338 Lapua 

• It is available in black 
and stainless steel 

• Reduce recoil by 50% 


50 

In percentages, the 
estimated reduction 
in recoil 



Talk about making life easy. 

Ammo-Up has recently introduced its personal, hand-held ammu- 
nition collector. The Ammo-Up COMPACT is designed to grab spent 
ammunition off of terrains such as grass, asphalt, concrete, sand and 
dirt. The patented tines find and grab the ammunition, lodging it 
into the device. The COMPACT picks up brass 9 mil and larger. With a 
pump of the handle, the ammunition is simply ejected into any de- 
sired collection bin. 

ADDITIONAL FEATURES 

• 30-day money back guarantee • Operates from upright position 

• 1 -year warranty • Minimizes contact with lead dust 

• Shotgun shell model available • Ejects with pump of a handle 
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POWER IS POINTLESS 
WITHOUT CONTROL 



THE KRISS SUPER V RECOIL MITIGATION SYSTEM REDUCES MUZZLE 
CLIMB BY 95% AND FELT RECOIL BY 65% WHEN COMPARED 
TO TRADITIONAL FIREARM OPERATING SYSTEMS* 

'RESEARCH PEHFORMEO BV U.S. ARMY AHOEC PICATINNV ARSEKAL 


Take control, visit www.kriss-usa.com or call our 
toll free number: +1 855 KRISS US (574-7787) 
to find a KRISS authorized de^er near you. 



USA 


360-DEGREE 

WORLD 


DELIBERATE DYNAMICS' 
ADVANCED GUNFIGHTER 
COURSE PREPARES A 
STUDENT FOR THE 
INTENSE STRESS OF 
COMBAT, 


E3V DANNV "GATOR" PRITBOR 


PHOTOS BV CHAO SPECTOR 




OF FIREPOWER 


In the words of Mike Tyson, "Everyone has a plan until 
they get punched in the face. " 

W ARNING. 

THIS CLASS IS NOT FOR INDIVIDUALS 
WHO ARE AFRAID TO GET HIT OR SHOT WITH 
UTM, ALL THE WHILE BEING HUMBLED 
THROUGH EXHAUSTIVE PHYSICAL ACTIVITY. 

In this three-day course, you will work with 
cadre members from top tier military units and 
government entities. Many are still opera- 
tional, doing the work in the global war 
on terror. They do not care to have 
their names highlighted for social 
media purposes. What they do 
care about is thoroughly 
preparing those that are will- 
ing to step into the fray to 
protect the flock. 









« 


In this class, your "life" is on the line, 
and there is no such thing as "the 
novice class." You either win ... or you 
lose. 

So, if you are looking to have your 
eyes opened and test your knowledge 
base, jump into the deep end of the 
pool with the Deliberate Dynamics Ad- 
vanced Gunfighter Course. Before you 
sign up, however, Jim Staley, the owner 
of Deliberate Dynamics, has a fair warn- 
ing. 

"One of the goals with this course is 
to give students the closest experience 
possible to a gunfight," he says. 

And he means it. — DP 




FP: This course seems extremely fast 
paced, and it looks like most of the stu- 
dents have been through some basic 
handgun and carbine courses. Are 
there any prerequisites? Can you pro- 
vide insight on what happens before 
things go full swing with force on 
force? 

JS: Students need to show profi- 
ciency with their weapon systems; safe 
handling and understanding funda- 
mentals are closely observed. It is highly 
recommended students attending the 
course come with a basic understanding 
of how to safely handle firearms. 

On Day One, students are afforded 
the opportunity to knock some rust off, 
performing various skill drills with the 
handgun and carbine. This allows the 
cadre to evaluate where students are, 
correct any infractions, as well as teach 
concepts in order to tailor each portion 
to what the students can handle safely. 


■ If you want reality, you got 
it. In the defensive tactics 
segment, armed students 
learn hand-to-hand. 
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"TO ADD AN 
ELEMENT OF STRESS, 
STUDENTS START 
WITH HOODS OVER , 
THEIR HEADS AS A 
CADRE ESCORTS 
THEM TO THEIR 
STAGING AREAS" 




During the Defensive Tactics 
(DTAC) portion, students learn 
the basics of hand-to-hand 
while armed. Focus is on con- 
trolling distance, verbal com- 
mands, and appropriate 
application of violence and ag- 
gression. A heavy emphasis is 
placed on principle-based 
training versus technique- 
based training. 

The course is structured 
with a tiered approach; there 
is progression building up to 
force on force. Live fire evolu- 
tions utilize vehicles as barri- 
cades, and stress movement 
that covers a great deal of real 
estate across different types of 
terrain. This allows us to break 
students of the square range 
mindset, introducing them to 
the 360-degree world. They 
will find themselves dealing 
with shooting problems that 
require unorthodox shooting 
positions and incorporate 
moving targets. 

Night evolutions are similar 
in that we repeat the daytime 
drills to show students the dy- 
namics and complications of 
low-light engagements. To 
add an element of stress, stu- 
dents start with hoods over 
their heads as cadre escorts 
them to their staging areas. 
When the hood is pulled off, 
students have to engage 
blackened steel targets that 
are moving at a pace of 7 
mph, while they carry a 100- 
pound sandbag through the 
course of fire. 

FP: How do the students 
benefit from the high level of 
physical activity during these 
training evolutions? What de- 
ficiencies do you and cadre 
members commonly observe 
during these drills? 

JS: Students quickly realize 
how effective or ineffective 
their kit is; we call this the 
shake down. Many students 
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differences between shooting on 
the range, gaming drills and what 
I call "true utility." True utility is 
different and needs to be experi- 
enced in a controlled manner so 
students can understand. The ex- 
ample I use is that of a high per- 
formance vehicle. As we examine 
the "vehicle," we observe the 
horsepower, durability and what 
it takes to drive it at its maximum 
potential. 

The "horsepower" is where 
your basic capabilities lay. When 
broken down, it looks like this: 
Your gear, fitness, shooting skill 
and your fighting skill/DTAC. 

The durability aspect evaluates 
how effective you are when the 
rubber meets the road; for exam- 
ple, how effective are you when 
you are under physical and men- 
tal stress? 

As for the ability to solve prob- 


have put time in to become great 
shooters with awesome precision, 
but eventually, the stress of the 
physical activity causes the wheels 
to come off. 

There is nothing wrong with 
not being as accurate when your 
heart rate is at 180 beats per min- 
utes versus a heart rate of 90, but 
you should not become ineffec- 
tive in the fight. This comes from 
experience, understanding your 
body and capabilities while under 
pressure. Being physically fit is 
also a vital part of preparing for 
the physical stresses of combat. 

FP: What are the key compo- 
nents of the course, and what is 
the focus? 

JS: We intend to showcase the 
distinct gap in much of the train- 
ing offered today. We help stu- 
dents to see that there are major 
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DOUBLE DOWN & SAVE B G 


It doesn't get better than this. Get 2 Great Magazines at I Great Price. Combine 1 Yr subscription to 
Modern Pioneer along with 1 Yr subscription to American Survival Guide and save 69% off the cover price 

DON'T LET THIS OFFER EXPIRE, ACT NOW! 


Fill out the order form below and mail it with your payment information to 

Engaged Media Inc., Lockbox # 70253, Philadelphia, PA 19176-9883 



YESIIt sign me up (or a subscription to Modern Pioneer and American Survival Guide 

That Is a total of IQ issues for a total savings of $107.87 off the cover price 


Melhml o1 Paymenl enclosed Q Credit Card Q Money Order Bill me Later 

Payment through credtl card Q Visa Q MC Q] AMEX Q Discover Name on orodil card ^ 

Credit card number ' il Hi ' II ■ If ][ 1 I I 1 1 nTlI 11 1 il j[ ] Expiration date / / 

Subscriber name i ■ 

Address 

Slate 

Phone 

Email 

Signature Dale j I 




Attemalively, Log on to www.engagedmedlamats.CDiii/combD_mpasg and use Promo code A554X4V2 
or ciil our toll free no 800-764-6278 to order your subscripHon. Allow 6 to Q weeks for delivery of first issue. 
Outside US, add S40 per year for postaoe. Pay In US funds only. 
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Get One Issue FREE! 

+ 

SAVE 70% on Annual Subscription 



SUBSCRIBE NOW 


To Your Favorite World of Firepower Digital Magazine 


Just log on to 

ENGAGEDMEDIAMAGS.COM/EEM-2078 

OR 

SCAN OR CODE BELOW 



f *6 issues for only $15.99 ~~j 


Available on app stores below 



Online 

(Win/Mac) 


Single issues are alscaevailabie $ 4 . 99 . 

For questions on downloading the magazine apps contact 800-764-6278. 

For a full listing of our digital titles, visit www.engagedmediamags.com/digital today! 






lems, we assess whether you can still fight when you are hurt and tired 
and ask questions like, How good can you fight when there is fear of 
the unknown? 

Finally, force-on-force allows us to tie all of this together to observe 
the student's problem-solving ability. Good decision making is key to 
putting this together, skillfully driving that vehicle and negotiating. 
Thus, we look at criteria such as when to employ the techniques 
learned, correct use of force application and thinking outside the box. 



QUICK 

1 

The Deliberate Dynamics Advanced 
Gunfighter Course takes place at the 
55,000-acre Desert Tech Training Fa- 
cility in Northern Utah (formally 
known as Sniper Country). 


2 

It runs for three full days. 


3 

Two night shoots are included in this 
package. 


4 

Training often runs past midnight. 


WhlGD Your Plon HdS FoIIgD Aport | what it's UkeTo Go Through the Course 


This was a class to help you think under 
stress, how to manage your body under stress, 
an introductory fighting class, introductory 
emergency medical, and a way to discover if 
you're able to get to the gun and employ it 
when your plan has fallen apart. 

I would never pretend I didn't have a 
great time with these guys. I got beat to the 
ground, I got my head hobbled so hard I liter- 
ally saw stars and I was fighting a guy when 
my gun hit the ground and I didn't realize it 
until I got myself clear of him, so I had to re- 
engage a guy much larger and stronger than 
me. These were scenarios from which I took 
valuable lessons. 

Take the guns away from it, and the stress 
management aspect is a must for anyone who 
might be a first responder in any sort of emer- 
gency, be it driving, medical, or firearm use. 

All the talk about "SHTF" and people look 
over the two things that will actually get you 
killed: Your body shutting down because you 
aren't fit enough, and your mind shutting 
down because you hit your stress limit. No 
gun can help you at that point. 

— Jordan Flarriton 


The core of this "Gunfighter" class is "fighter," 
and that's what this class focuses on. 

The class starts with techniques in hand-to-hand 
fighting and then integrates other tools. I was able 
to practice these techniques at full speed on well- 
trained instructors by leveraging UTM munitions 
and protective equipment. The instructors do an in- 
credible job of inducing just the right amount of 
stress without causing injury. 

Each day provides a new set of scenarios that 
tested me physically, mentally and emotionally. 

Then each night would provide an even greater test 
as we applied everything we learned while in the 
dark. 

Each scenario provided volumes of information 
for me to learn from and introduced a new problem 
to solve. They forced me to think while throwing me 
into a stressful environment, which is not conducive 
to thinking. 

Some key takeaways for me were: fitness, fit- 
ness and fitness; the importance of integrating mar- 
tial arts into training; managing my fight or flight 
response; and creating distance. I learned that the 
more physically fit and comfortable being uncom- 
fortable I am, the more I'll be able to manage the 
fight or flight. 

— Mike R 
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DOUBLE DOWN & SAVE BIG 



tt doesn't get better than this. Get 2 Great Magazines at 1 Great Price. Combine 1 Vr subscription to 
World of Firepower along with \ Yr subscription to Gun World and save 69% off the cover price 

DON'T LETTHIS OFFER EXPIRE. ACT NOW! 


jUnUNDTHE 
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Fill out the order form below and mail it with your payment information to 

Engaged Media Inc., Lockbox # 70253, Philadelphia, PA 19176-9883 



YES!!! sign me up lor a subscription to World of Firepower and Gun World 

That is a total of 18 issues for a total savings of $73 87 off the cover price 


Method ol Payment O enElosed CH l^redll Card EZI Money Order EZI ^ 

Payment through credit card QZ EZI MC D *ME)t [Z] Discover Name on credit card 

Credit card number T ir~]l 1 I f I I I If ]l H n J I HI” Eiplratlon dale / / 

Subscriber name Fi~t; jwyj Luiii 

Address 

State 

Phone 

Imall 

Signature Date / / 




Alternatively, Log on to www.engagedmedlamaQS.cein/corriboJpgw and use Promo code A554F3K2 
or call our totf tfce no 800^764*6278 to order your subscripljon.^low 6 to 8 weeks for delivery of first issue. 
Outside OS, add S48 per year lor postage. Pay in US funds only 







■ When your 
heart rate is 
through the 
roof, how ac- 
curate is your 
shooting? Ef- 
fectiveness in 
a fight comes 
from under- 
standing your 
body and its 
capabilities 
while under 
extreme 
stress. 
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Contact the Author 


"WE HELP STUDENTS TO SEE 
THAT THERE ARE MAJOR 
DIEEERENCES BETWEEN 
SHOOTING ON THE RANGE, 
GAMING DRILLS AND WHAT 
I CALL 'TRUE UTILITY.'" 


The Course Objective 

Preparation is the objective of this course; there are many great 
shooting courses out there, and solid instructors lead the classes. De- 
termining which courses to attend that provide the most for your 
money takes research, all the while making sure you understand how 
to compartmentalize your training. 

Once you have a grasp on the basics, wherein you can consistently 
and effectively apply the fundamentals of marksmanship (i.e. grip, 
stance, sight picture, sight alignment, trigger squeeze, breathing, fol- 
low through), then move on, graduate to the next level. 

Marksmanship validation courses are great, but learning how to 
fight with a firearm, utilizing a combination of live fire, fitness and 
force on force is where the gun fighting knowledge base begins. 
Marksmanship validation should be a regular part of your tactical sus- 
tainment regiment, with regular dry fire and weekly to bimonthly 
range sessions that are focused on keeping fundamentals sharp. FP 


COMPANY 


Fi rebase Combat 
Studies Group 


PHONE 

(434)218-3473 


EMAIL 

info@firebasecsg.com 

WEB 

www.FireBaseCSG.com 


Contact the Source 


COMPANY 

Deliberate Dynamics 

NAME 

Jim Staley 

EMAIL 

info@deliberatedynamics 

WEB 

www.DeliberateDynamics.com 
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Find us on 



Provides you with everything 
you need to know about the 
gun lifestyle. 


www.facebook.com/worl(loffirepower 
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Today, maybe you're 
reading a magazine, 
going to the range or 
just chilling at home 
with a cold brew. Re- 
gardless of what you've 
got planned, be thank- 
ful for people like James 
Fleming. 

James served in the 
U.S. Army for more than 
20 years and held nu- 
merous positions within 
the SOF community. 

The world is a bet- 
ter— and safer place— 
because of him. For that, 
we are forever grateful. 
Photo by Gus Alonzo 
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Never be a slave to compromise. The U.S. Optics SR series rifle scopes feature a 
daylight visible, 4 MOA red dot sight in the second focal plane of a true IX to 4X 
or IX to SX rifle scope platform for rapid target engagement. The brilliant, red dot 
pairs perfectly with a first focal plane, non-lit Mil based reticle * for precise shot 
placenftent when the stakes are high. When being fast and accurate matters 
behind the trigger, with the U.S. Optics SR-4C and SR-8C we’ve got your back. 


"OrfMt vefick opiions 
CASE Codfi: DV3P7 

For mofie informaliofi vtsi www.uiopttei.um 


O usoptics a 


usopticsinc 


U.S. OPTICS 

ENGINEERED FOR EXTREME PERFORMANCE 
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The Huger® AR-556® semi-automatic, M4-styie, direct impingement Modern Sporting Rifie is American-made and 

constructed from top-quatity components, inciuding a forged 7075-T6 aiuminum upper and tower receiver and a cotd hammer- 
forged, chrome-moiy steet barret with M4 feed ramp cuts. Chambered in 5.56 NATO, the AR-556 's carbine-iength, ftattop, 
M4 design is futiy configured with a Huger® Rapid Deptoy foiding rear sight, milted F-height gas block with post front sight, 
forward assist, dust cover, brass deflector, telescoping six-position stock, improved trigger-reach grip, enlarged trigger guard and 
one 30-round Magpul® PMAG®. Standardized M4/AR components are utilized throughout, so the AR-556® is easily customized. 


*Sonie rifles may not be available in all states and locales due to laws limiting magazine capacity and feature-based restrictions. Please check with your local law enforcement agency prior to purchasing this firearm 
to verify that it may legally be purchased and/or possessed in your particular state and locale. 


Join Ruger and help us raise $4,000,000 for the NRA. 

VISIT: RUGER.COM/2MILLION 
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